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The old street features a great variety 
of structures that retain the unique 
southern Sichuan style. 
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The final resting place of the great 
Khan has been one of archaeology’s 
enduring mysteries for centuries. 
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Zhang Xiade painted Yongdingmen 40 
years ago, and thus made an invaluable 
contribution to the restoration of the 
magnificent gate tower. Page 9 


Dusting off Dunhuang 


By Chu Meng 

U sually a quite oasis pop- 
ulated by backpackers, 
art lovers and research- 
ers studying the ancient 
frescoes and statues of 
the Mogao Grottoes, Dunhuang was 
subject to a flurry of media attention 
last week. 

The focus was on the unveiling of 
243 previously undocumented caves 
and the presentation of digital simula- 
tion conservation technologies, as well 
as the achievements of an international 
collaboration to preserve Dunhuang’s 
priceless cultural heritage. 

Dunhuang is an oasis on the eastern 
edge of the Taklimakan Desert in north- 
west China’s Gansu Province. In the 2nd 
century BC, Emperor Wudi of the Han 
Dynasty sent an envoy to the “western 
regions” opening up a trade route that is 
now known as the Silk Road. 

It quickly became an important cul- 
tural, economic and religious center, 
through which Chinese culture and 
products, especially silk, were intro- 
duced to Europe and the Middle East, 
and foreign goods and culture came to 
central China. Perhaps the most signif- 
icant of these imports was the intro- 
duction of Buddhism from India. 

Re-evaluation of the north area 
The Mogao Grottoes are located along 
a cliff face on the east slope of Mingsha 
(Ringing-sand) Hill, 25 kilometers from 
Dunhuang. Until recently, there were 492 
documented caves in the cliff, which are 
generally divided into the south area and 
the north area. The south area is 1,000 
meters long and contains 487 of the 492 
caves. It is in this area that the Buddhist 
wall paintings, statues and sutra scrip- 
tures that the grottoes are famous for 
were found. 

The five caves in the 700-meter cliff 
of the north area were the only ones in 
that area to yield valuable relics. Con- 
sequently, for the past half century, the 
mistaken belief has persisted that most 
religious activities such as the teach- 
ing of sutras and religious ceremonies 
were concentrated in the south area, 
while the unadorned caves in the north 
area were only for the accommodation 
of painters and workers. 

“This assumption is completely 
wrong,” Peng Jinzhang, a renowned ar- 
chaeologist from the Dunhuang Acad- 
emy and husband of the academy’s 
general director Fan Jinshi, told Beijing 
Today last Friday, “In fact, these caves 
were actually where the monks who 
traveled here in ancient times studied, 
lived and were buried. After nearly 16 
years of research, I have just completed 
the first dissertation to detail the func- 
tion and characteristics of the north 
area, which will soon be published.” 
Peng’s dissertation describes 248 
caves in the north area, including the 
five previously studied. This brings the 
total number to 735, somewhat closer 
to the 1,000 records from the Tang pe- 
riod refer to. Burial caves were also dis- 
covered for the first time, which have 
never been found in the south area. 

“Look at that cave on the first lev- 
el,” Peng said, pointing to a small, dark 
opening just above the ground. The 
front part, once the surface of the cliff, 
had collapsed as a result of an earth- 
quake and bad weather. “See those 
white bones? They are the remains of 
monks. This was a new kind of religious 
burial method called “re-burial.” There 
were three main methods by which the 
Buddhist monks disposed of human re- 
mains: cremation, group burial and ex- 
posing the body to carrion feeders. But 
re-burial was different from all of these. 
First the body was exposed to carrion 
feeders, and then the bones were re- 
trieved and buried in the cave in which 
the monk had lived.” 

Peng also discovered many valuable 
relics, such as a Persian coin, 28 West- 
ern Xia coins, Western Xia - Han dic- 



Tang Dynasty colored statue of a Bodhisatva in cave 45. Photos by Sun Zhijiang 


Buddhist monks started painting the first murals at Dunhuang’s Mogao Grot- 
toes in 366 AD, during the Three Kingdoms Period. The Thousand Buddha 
Caves, as they were commonly known, reached their peak of glory during the 
Tang Dynasty. The grottoes remained an important center for Buddhism for 
1,000 years, up until the Yuan Dynasty. 



Fan Zaixuan and Steven Richerby discuss 
conservation procedure in cave 85. 


tionaries and scriptures in various 
languages. All these provide substan- 
tial evidence of Dunhuang’s history as 
a business center and communication 
channel linking Europe and China’s in- 
terior. “The north area is an indispens- 
able part of Mogao Grottoes associated 
with the south area,” Peng concluded. 
Caves opened in south area 

Within the 492 extant caves of the 
south area are preserved more than 
2,000 colored statues and 45,000 square 
meters of wall paintings. “If we joined 
every painting together, they would 
form a gallery corridor 25 kilometers 
long,” Yang Xiuqing, an associate re- 
searcher at Dunhuang Academy told 
Beijing Today last Friday. 

“The main subjects are Buddhist 
portraits, historical events and legends, 
stories and interpretations of Buddhist 
scriptures, portraits of devotees and 
various decorative patterns. Among the 
wall paintings, different ethnic groups 
are portrayed, and different types of 


lifestyles and activities, such as noble’s 
outings, singing, dancing and music, 
farming, fishing and hunting, weddings, 
the initiation of Buddhist monks, as 
well as foreign envoys and merchants 
on the Silk Road,” said Yang. 

Twelve “special” caves, including the 
No. 45, 57, 96, 158, 159 and 285 were 
introduced to the world for the first 
time on Sunday, though only senior ac- 
ademics were actually allowed inside. 
Cave 57 is notable for its wall painting 
called Bodhisattva and Devotees. The 
early Tang dynasty work is painted in 
a meticulous style. The female Bodhi- 
sattva figure is about one meter tall, 
with a plump face and kindly expres- 
sion. Painted with fluent and delicate 
lines, the artist achieves a fleshy and 
substantial feeling. The figure of the 
Bodhisattva features refined decora- 
tions, and her crown, tassels and arm 
band are painted with gold powder. 

Three statues from the Tang Dynas- 
ty in the Special Cave 45 exquisitely 
portray the grave expression of Ananda 
(the brother of Sakyamuni), the grace- 
fulness of the Bodhisattva and the great 
strength of the Heavenly King. All de- 
tails of the colored statue of the Bodhi- 
sattva illustrate the delicate technique 
of the artist, such as her graceful pos- 
ture and relaxed and calm expression. 

Li Yunhe, another associate re- 
searcher at the Dunhuang Academy 
told Beijing Today Saturday “those spe- 
cial caves have been catalogued and 
studied, but they are not suitable for 
tourists to visit. There are three rea- 
sons: first, most of those cave are only 
two to three square meters. In such 
a small space, the murals and statues 
are too easily damaged; second, most of 
these relics are in a poor state of repair 
and in need of restoration work; final- 
ly, most tourists are not well informed 
enough to appreciate those wall paint- 


ings and statues. The common caves 
are sufficient.” 

Conservation an urgent task 

The dry climate and strategic geo- 
graphic locations which helped to pro- 
duce the unique cultural heritage of the 
Mogao Grottoes is also causing the grad- 
ual deterioration of those treasures. 

Since the early 1950s, various repair 
and consolidation work has been carried 
out. The wooden structures of the Tang 
and Song dynasties were repaired; cliffs 
in immediate danger of collapse have 
been consolidated; and work has been 
done to halt the deterioration of the 
wall paintings and statues. In 1984, the 
small research group responsible for the 
grottoes was enlarged and renamed as 
the Dunhuang Academy, and the acade- 
my’s Conservation Institute was found- 
ed. This was the earliest professional 
institution for conservation and research 
of grotto relics in China. 

Since the Mogao Grottoes were en- 
tered on the World Cultural and Heri- 
tage Relics List in 1987, conservation 
work has made significant achieve- 
ments especially in the fields of re- 
search on mechanism and restoration 
of wall paintings and halting dete- 
rioration, pigment analysis and an- 
ti-discoloration mechanisms, creating 
protective coatings for wooden struc- 
tures, consolidation of the weathered 
cliffs, as well as the creation of a com- 
puterized storage and digital simula- 
tion system for the Mogao Grottoes. 

Fan Jinshi, director of the Dunhuang 
Academy, told Beijing Today in an exclu- 
sive interview in front of the landmark 
building called the Nine-story Daxiong 
Hall Sunday, “The project jointly con- 
ducted by our academy and the Amer- 
ican Getty Conservation Institute to 
repair wall paintings in cave 85 is the 
most delightful thing I have done as the 
general director here. An integrated dig- 
ital system which simulates the environ- 
ment and sights in 22 caves has just 
been finished, and it is now being test- 
ed. This system is used both for research 
by experts and for tourists. I dare to say 
it represents the most advanced tech- 
nology in grotto relic conservation all 
over the world. The Getty Institute also 
brought a series of automatic weather 
supervision instruments, which allowed 
my computer to monitor the tempera- 
ture, humidity, carbon dioxide level and 
so on of the micro environment just 
above the wall paintings.” 

Cave 85 is a large, late Tang cave 
containing valuable wall paintings. It 
is subject to all the typical problems of 
deterioration suffered by the relics in 
the Mogao Grottoes. In the process of 
cooperatively developing the “principle 
for the conservation of heritage sites in 
China”, cave 85 has become an interna- 
tional experimental site for testifying 
grotto relic conservation. 

Steven Richerby, a senior technician 
specializing in wall painting conser- 
vation from the Getty Institute told 
Beijing Today, “during the main period 
of deterioration, disruption and salina- 
tion are known as the cancer of wall 
painting. The experiment we are doing 
at the latest stage is called “injection.” 
Like a doctor, we inject carefully se- 
lected chemicals into disrupted and sa- 
linated paintings. These will suck out 
crystallized salt in the supporting layer 
between wall paintings and cliffs, and 
reattach them back again.” 

“But sometimes we have to decide 
whether to work on them or just to 
leave them alone, because in many in- 
stances, that is the better option for 
vulnerable relics,” he added. 

On Monday morning, a large quanti- 
ty of conservation equipment had been 
placed on the ground in front of the 
north area, marking the launch of a 
conservation project concentrating on 
this newly explored area. It is estimat- 
ed that the two-year project will cost at 
least 60 million yuan. 


Four Olympic Venues 
to Be Relocated 

By Chu Meng 

The location of four sporting venues 
for the 2008 Olympics will be revised, it 
was revealed yesterday at the 29th IOC 
Coordination Commission meeting. 

There were no details at press 
time regarding which venues would be 
moved, or the revised location. 

Sources at the three-day meeting, 
which began in Beijing Wednesday, 
said the discussion covered prepara- 
tions for the Olympics, including the 
venues currently under construction 
and those on which construction is 
soon to start. 

All venues are guaranteed to be fin- 
ished before 2007, BOCOG President 
Liu Qi said yesterday. 

Liu also said that Beijing would 
fully learn the lessons from the 2004 
Athens Olympics, and pay serious con- 
sideration to the overall plan of ven- 
ues construction. 

Central Bank Raises 
interest Rates 

By Sun Yongjian 

The People’s Bank of China, Chi- 
na’s central bank announced yester- 
day that it was raising the benchmark 
interest rate of RMB deposits and wid- 
ening the floating range of RMB loan 
interest rates. 

The announcement, issued on the 
bank’s website, said that the bench- 
mark deposit interest rate for one year 
will be raised 0.27 percent, from the 
current 1.98 percent to 2.25 percent. 

The benchmark loan interest rate 
will also be raised 0.27 percent, from 
5.31 percent to 5.58 percent. 

The ceiling on loan interest rates for 
financial institutions (excluding credit 
cooperatives) will be abolished, but the 
minimum range remains unchanged 
at 0.9 of the benchmark interest rate. 
The ceiling of 2.3 times the benchmark 
interest rate will remain for credit 
cooperatives. 

An article explaining the change 
on the website said that raising the 
RMB benchmark interest rate will 
be effective in relieving some en- 
terprises’ demand for liquid capital 
and optimizing their economic struc- 
ture, improving economic efficiency, 
and maintaining the rapid, sustain- 
able and healthy development of the 
national economy. 

The cancelation of the ceiling on the 
variable loan interest rate will give fi- 
nancial institutions more flexibility in 
deciding the level of interest rates in 
line with the loan risk, and provide more 
powerful support for the development of 
small and medium-sized enterprises, re- 
lieving employment pressure. 

Bubonic Plague Kills 
Eight in Qinghai 

By Chu Meng 

Eight farmers have died from an 
outbreak of bubonic plague in north- 
western China’s Qinghai Province over 
the past three weeks, however a 
spokesman from the Ministry of Health 
confirmed yesterday the disease had 
been brought under control. 

A circular released Wednesday by 
the Qinghai Health Department said 
that nineteen cases had been reported 
in four counties and 11 people had 
recovered. “Most of the patients were 
farmers, and apart from one case which 
needs further investigation, all were 
infected after hunting or eating mar- 
mots,” the circular said. 

The Ministry of Health sent staff to 
Qinghai on October 9 to help bring the 
disease under control. Local authorities 
provided funding for drugs and ordered 
the stepping-up of surveillance work 
and the isolation of infected areas. 
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insurance Funds Granted Access to 
Domestic Stock Market 


By Sun Yongjian 

The long standing ban on insur- 
ance firms investing funds directly 
on the domestic stock market has 
been lifted. 

The move, publicized in a notice 
Sunday by the China Insurance Reg- 
ulatory Commission (CIRC) frees up 
around 60 billion yuan held by insur- 
ance firms for transactions of RMB 
A-shares, trade of convertible bonds 
and some other investment products 
regulated by the CIRC. 

In the past, in order to guarantee 
investors’ interests, insurance firms 
were only allowed to invest funds 
in certain low-risk products such as 


bank deposits, public bonds, financial 
bonds, securities investment funds, 
corporation bonds and some other 
limited investment channels. 

The new regulation limits invest- 
ment in stocks to 5 percent of an 
insurance company’s overall assets. 
The total assets of domestic insur- 
ance firms as of the end of August 
was around 1.1 trillion yuan, accord- 
ing to the CIRC’s statistics. 

Criteria for investment will dif- 
fered according to specific conditions, 
the regulation says. The CIRC will 
adjust the insurers’ proportion of 
investment in line with the size of 
the stock market, level of risk and 


the insurers’ investment conditions. 

Insurance companies taking advan- 
tage of the new regulation are required 
to implement risk-reduction systems 
in order to guarantee the soundness of 
the investment, including investment 
evaluation and supervision by an inde- 
pendent third party. 

A benchmark for investment is 
also required, meaning that only 
listed companies with outstanding 
performance records, good liquidity 
and stable financial conditions can 
qualify for investment by insurance 
companies. 

Seven types of high risk stocks 
have been specifically excluded from 


investment, such as stocks suffering 
serious deficit or expected to suffer 
serious deficit and stocks under sus- 
picion of being manipulated. 

“The issuing of the new regula- 
tion means a great benefit for the 
domestic capital market, because it 
injects fresh blood into a somewhat 
anemic stock market,” an employee of 
ChangAn Insurance Brokerage told 
Beijing Today Wednesday on condi- 
tion of anonymity, “But as for the 
insurance industry, it calls for cau- 
tious observation because the opera- 
tion of insurance capital should be 
implemented in line with the princi- 
ple of stability and safety. ” 


Draft laws 
Improve 
Protection 
of Rights 


By Annie Wei 

Members of the Standing 
Committee of the 10th National 
People’s Congress (NPC) have 
been working on a draft law 
on penalties for social security, 
enterprise bankruptcy and prop- 
erty ownership related crimes 
from October 22 to 24. 

The social security related pen- 
alties are aimed not only at better 
protecting individuals’ rights, but 
also at ensuring the proper imple- 
mentation of police authority. 

Tian Qiyu, vice-minister of 
Public Security was quoted in 
Beijing Youth Daily Monday 
as saying that China’s first 
ever penalties for social security 
crimes have reached the stage 
of legislation. 

The property ownership 
draft guarantees protection of 
private assets. Wang Liming, 
one of the main drafters of 
the law, told Beijing News 
Sunday that the law is an 
important component of the 
civil law. Meanwhile the draft 
law on company bankruptcy 
puts employees rights as the 
first consideration. 

The draft law on penalties 
defines a broader range of activ- 
ities as violating public security 
and provides different levels of 
detention and fines, according 
to the severity of the crime. 

Included in the draft are pro- 
visions for detention of up to five 
days and fines of 50 to 200 yuan 
for football hooliganism, such 
as setting off fireworks inside 
a stadium; displaying offensive 
banners; attacking the referee, 
players or other spectators and 
throwing objects onto the play- 
ing field. Also, any person who 
is detained for football hooli- 
ganism will be banned from the 
stadium for 12 months. 

According to the draft on prop- 
erty ownership, property owners 
have the right to change their 
management agent; the prop- 
erty management unit cannot 
appropriate roads or space where 
doing so will be counter to the 
benefits of the owners; no resi- 
dent may affect the neighboring 
apartment’s lighting or venti- 
lation, or adversely affect the 
neighbors by making noise or 
dumping rubbish. 

Representative committees 
that attended the discussion say 
the draft provides an important 
means to regulate property and 
assets, and to maintain economic 
development and social order. 

As to employee rights, the 
draft law on company bank- 
ruptcy stipulates that when a 
company is declared bankrupt, 
employees’ payment and basic 
social welfare and related com- 
pensation required by law will 
be made the first priority. 

The draft revises the original 
order of bankrupt companies’ 
assets compensation to better 
protect employee benefits. 



Forex Fund Flow Loosened 


China’s foreign exchange authori- 
ties announced a long-expected loos- 
ening measure Wednesday, allowing 
multinational companies to transfer 
forex funds among its subsidiaries. 

The new regulation, promulgated 
by the State Administration of Foreign 
Exchange (SAFE), allows subsidiaries 
of Chinese and foreign multinationals 
to borrow forex funds from their peers, 
both within China and across the 
border, but stops short of permitting 
their overseas subsidiaries to lend to 
member companies operating in China. 
The regulation takes effect Monday. 

The move “will provide a variety of 
solutions for multinational companies to 


improve efficiency in the use of foreign 
exchange and reduce financing costs, will 
help improve China’s foreign investment 
environment and propel Chinese-funded 
multinational companies to implement 
their ‘Go-out’ strategy,” the commission 
said in a statement. 

China still maintains strict forex 
controls. The renminbi, is only partly 
convertible under the capital account. 
Companies, even those owned by the 
same parent group, were previously 
not allowed to borrow forex funds from 
one another. 

Yet many foreign-invested compa- 
nies operating in China have accumu- 
lated sizable profits and excess funds 


from the local market, and have been 
calling for integrated use of their forex 
funds, SAFE said. 

Many Chinese multinational firms 
are experiencing funding shortages 
in overseas markets, which hampers 
their efforts to grow internationally, 
the commission said. 

SAFE said multinationals in the reg- 
ulation refer to group companies that 
own subsidiaries both in and outside 
China, and has a China-based member 
company responsible for managing the 
group’s investments globally or for a 
region that includes China. Financial 
institutions are excluded, it said. 

(China Daily) 


Multinaflonals Resist 
Establishment of Trade Unions 


By Qiu Jiaoning 

A recent inspection on enforce- 
ment of the Trade Union Law 
has revealed that many multina- 
tional enterprises in China, such as 
Wal-mart, Kodak, Dell, Samsung, 
McDonalds and KFC, either have 
no trade unions or have unsound 
trade union organizations, Xinhua 
News Agency reported Sunday. 

Guo Wencai, director of the pri- 
mary organization construction 
department of the All-China Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions (ACFTU) 
told Xinhua that including for- 
eign-funded enterprises and pri- 
vate enterprises, over 2.6 million 
non-public enterprises with a total 
of 50 million employees, had been 
established in China by the end 
of 2002. He added that it was dif- 
ficult to organize trade unions in 
these enterprises. 

There were a total of some 
120 million trade union members 
in China by the end of 2003. 
“Only 734,000 non-public enter- 
prises have trade unions and less 
than one third of their employees 
have joined trade unions,” an offi- 
cial from the ACFTU told Beijing 


Today Tuesday. 

Yang Honglin, deputy director 
of the primary organization con- 
struction department of ACFTU 
said, “In view of the existing sit- 
uation, the ACFTU may take the 
following measures: 

First, cooperate with local gov- 
ernments and the employees to 
make up name list and file on 
such enterprises. 

Second, help enterprises to 
establish trade unions through 
higher trade unions in accordance 
with the law. 

Third, lodge objections to such 
enterprises together with labor 
administrative departments or 
even file lawsuits to the people’s 
court against them.” 

“Any foreign-funded enterprise 
and private enterprise in China 
should organize trade union in 
accordance with Chinese law. If 
they resist the establishment of 
trade unions, they will violate 
the law. There is certainly no 
exception for multinational enter- 
prises,” the ACFTU said Monday. 

(See Wal-Mart to China: Always 
No Unions on page 6) 


Late Tax Payers Face 
Public Disclosure 

By Annie Wei 

From next year, companies and individuals 
whose taxes are overdue face having their 
financial details published in the media. 

The State Administration of Taxation 
(SAT) issued a notice Tuesday on its web- 
site to this effect, which will take effect from 
January 1, 2005. 

The notice authorizes county-level and 
above taxation bureaus to publicize the finan- 
cial situation of overdue taxpayers through the 
taxation office directly or by way of television, 
radio, newspaper and the Internet. 

Details of overdue taxes owed by enter- 
prises or companies will be published quar- 
terly, and those of private business owners or 
individuals will be published every six months. 
Instances of tax evasion will be publicized as 
they are exposed. 

The notice also stipulates that authorities 
at different levels are responsible for handling 
cases of overdue taxes according to the amount 
involved: County-level tax bureaus are responsi- 
ble for enterprises or companies owing less than 
2 million yuan and private business owners or 
individuals owing less than 100,000 yuan; City or 
above level tax bureaus are responsible for enter- 
prises or companies owing more than 2 million 
yuan and private business owners or individuals 
owing more than 100, 000 yuan, and provincial 
or municipal taxation bureaus are responsible for 
situations involving tax evasion. 


New Traffic Regulation on 
Third-party Insurance 

By Sun Yongjian 

Local implementation of the national Road 
Traffic Safety Law, which came into effect on 
May 1, was adopted by the Beijing Municipal 
People’s Congress on October 22, and will be 
enacted on January 1 next year. 

A parallel regulation on compulsory third- 
party insurance is expected to be issued by the 
State Council by the end of this year, Wang 
Jiayan, a member of the Legal Affairs Commit- 
tee of the Beijing Municipal People’s Congress 
told Beijing Today last Friday. 

“As a new principle of repayment for traffic 
accidents, third-party insurance will ensure the 
availability of funds for payment of damages 
when motor vehicles run into pedestrians or 
non-motor vehicles such as bicycles resulting in 
casualties and financial loss,” Wang said. 

The insurance will provide minimal com- 
pensation according to national standards if 
the driver is proven not to be responsible for 
the accident. 

The new principle marks an end to the prac- 
tice of the drivers of vehicles being held fully 
responsible for payment in the case of traffic 
accidents between motor vehicles and pedestri- 
ans or non-motor vehicles, a report in Beijing 
Star Daily said Saturday. 

Anti-dumping Charges 
Against China Increase 

By Dong Xin 

By September 30 this year, 46 anti-dumping 
cases with a total amount of $1.1 billion had 
been lodged against Chinese companies, an 
increase of 4.5 percent and 1.5 respectively on 
last year. 

Wang Shichun, leader of the Fair Trade for 
Import and Export Bureau of the Ministry of Com- 
merce, revealed the figures at a recent forum on 
import and export of private companies in Yiwu, 
Zhejiang Province. 

Since China’s accession to the World Trade 
Organization, the number of anti-dumping 
claims involving China from other WTO mem- 
bers has continued to increase. Not only are 
anti-dumping cases increasing in quantity, the 
amount being claimed in these cases is also 
rising. China has been subject to more anti- 
dumping charges than any other country for 
nine years in succession. 

According to Wang, Turkey is the country 
that has had the most trade conflicts and dis- 
putes with China. 

Other countries that have been prominent 
in launching anti-dumping cases against China 
include the US, India, Australia and Canada, as 
well as the EU. 

Top 100 Private Companies 
Named 

By Annie Wei 

A list of the top 100 private companies with 
the biggest import and export values in 2003 
was released at the China Yiwu International 
Commodities Fair last Saturday 

According to the Ministry of Commerce, 
which compiled the list, private enterprise 
import and export values reached $59.3 billion 
in 2003, around 7 percent of the national total. 
These 100 top players also recorded foreign 
trade value of $13 billion, about 1.5 percent of 
the total. 

Dongguan Machinery Import and Export 
Company from Guangdong Province ranked top 
of the list, with an import and export value of 
over $2 billion. 

Liu Haiquan, vice-secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Planning and Finance was quoted in 
Chinaview last Saturday as saying that these 
100 firms had three common characteristics: 
they are all large scale, with 37 enterprises 
having an import and export value over $100 
million; 45 firms are focusing on electronics 
applications, and others range from textiles, 
light industry to agriculture and food; and 83 
are based in eastern China. 

The list is intended to help foreign firms get 
to know China’s private firms better, and at the 
same time, help local firms participate in more 
global business. 

Four Trustee Companies 
Authorized for Social Security 
Fund Management 

By Dong Xin 

The names of four new companies autho- 
rized to manage social security funds were 
announced on the National Council for Social 
Security’s web-site Saturday. The companies are 
E Fund Management, China Merchants Fund 
Management, Guo Tai Assets Management and 
China International Finance. 

According to Meng Zhaoxi, director of the 
Social Security department of the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Security, the reserve fund 
managed by the National Council for Social 
Security is about 140 billion yuan, 15 percent 
of which can be invested in the stock market 
according to a policy released in April. 

This means that some 20 billion yuan will be 
available for investment by the trustees in the 
stock market this year. 
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BOB Board Holds First Meeting 


By Pan Hao 

B eijing Olympic Broad- 
casting Co., or BOB for 
short, the host television 
and radio broadcaster for the 
2008 Olympic Games and Para- 
lympic Games, held its first 
board meeting on Wednesday 
During the session, Jiang 
Xiaoyu, vice president of the 


Beijing Organizing Committee 
for the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad (BOCOG) was 
named chairman of the BOB 
board, and Hein Verbruggen, 
chairman of the IOC Coor- 
dination Commission for the 
Games of the XXIX Olympiad 
and chairman of IOC Olympic 
Broadcasting Services, was 


named vice chairman. 

BOB will provide television 
and radio signals to broadcast- 
ers all over the world, establish 
and operate the International 
Broadcast Center and other 
necessary broadcasting facili- 
ties, and offer related services 
to rights-holding broadcasters 
during the Beijing Olympic 


Games. 

By the time the Games be- 
gin, BOB should employ ap- 
proximately 4,000 personnel 
and more than four billion peo- 
ple around the world are ex- 
pected to watch or listen to 
Olympic competitions and re- 
lated activities through BOB’s 
television and radio coverage. 



The world’s largest paper making machine, a 8,000-meter long line produced by Finn Metso Corporation, was set up at Ningbo Asia Pulp & Paper Co. in 
Ningbo, Zhejiang Province on Wednesday. The machine is scheduled to enter operation next month. (Photo by Imaginechina) 


GE Launches First Ad Blitz in China 


Top Economist 
Backs Company 
Lawsuit Against 
Ministry 

By Sun Yongjian 

Two weeks after Ningbo, Zhejiang Prov- 
ince-based AUX Group, a leading Chinese 
household appliance producer, filed a lawsuit 
with the No. 1 Intermediate People’s Court of 
Beijing against the Ministry of Information 
Industry, the case still remains unresolved. 

The company filed the case on October 12, 
charging the ministry with failing to uphold 
its legal responsibilities by turning down sev- 
eral applications by AUX to market mobile 
phones produced by the company under its 
own brand, Li Xiaolong, AUX market supervi- 
sor told Beijing Today on Thursday. 

Li said that the Ministry of Information 
Industry no longer had the power to exam- 
ine and approve communication products in 
keeping with a decision by China’s State 
Council of a few years ago, therefore mean- 
ing the ministry did not have the right to 
block AUX’s applications. 

“The court has accepted the case, but 
they haven’t informed us of their final de- 
cision on whether to hear the case or not,” 
Li said. 

“We can’t give you a definite answer on 
whether the case has been formally accept- 
ed or not,” an official from the court’s press 
department said the same day. 

As a result of the ministry’s decisions, 
mobile phones made by AUX had to carry 
other companies’ brands to get access to the 
market, Li said. 

Professor Wu Jinglian, a famed Chinese 
economist, came out in support of AUX on 
Wednesday. 

“Conducting administrative examinations 
and approval without going through the 
National People’s Congress is illegal. The 
numbers of items targeted for administra- 
tion examination and approval have been 
reduced by several hundred, and wireless 
communication instruments are no longer 
among the items in the range of such su- 
pervision,” Wu was quoted as saying in the 
Beijing Morning Post on Thursday. 

Wu noted that AUX’s predicament was a 
good example of a larger problem in China. 

Around 130 domestic enterprises man- 
ufacture mobile phones, but only 36 have 
received licenses from the Ministry of Infor- 
mation Industry to sell phones under their 
own brands, according to information on 
AUX Group’s website. 

The nearly 100 other enterprises were 
therefore forced to invest large sums in 
purchasing rights to use other brands, Li 
said. 

AUX alone has invested roughly 100 mil- 
lion yuan to buy branding rights, the Beijing 
Morning Post said. 


By Dong Nan 

Ads for General Electric (GE), the 
world’s largest diversified technology, me- 
dia and financial services company, have 
started turning up on billboards around 
Beijing since the company launched a ma- 
jor advertising campaign emphasizing its 
support of the approaching 2008 Olympic 
Games. It is the first time for the US- 
based company to run a corporate adver- 
tising campaign in China. 

The series of seven ads feature GE’s 
healthcare, aircraft engines, locomotive, 
water purification, lighting, energy gener- 
ation and equipment services, and anoth- 
er covering its plastics business should hit 



GE’s new corporate ads are aimed at decision 
makers in corporations and government. 


By Qiu Jiaoning 

China’s Wuhan Iron and Steel Group 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
with International Minerals (IM) Pty Ltd. 
in Perth, Australia on October 9 for the 
single largest purchase of iron ore from 
Australia ever, the domestic International 
Finance News reported last Friday. 

The memo paves the way for Wuhan Iron 
and Steel to buy five million tons of concen- 
trated iron ore and seven million tones of 
iron ore pellets every year for the next 25 
years. 

An official contract still has to be signed 
to turn the deal into reality. 

IM owner Clive Palmer signed the memo 
on behalf of his company and said, “The es- 
timated value of the iron ore product sales 
from this project exceeds A$20 billion. It 
will rank as Australia’s single biggest iron 
ore export contract if successful.” 

The deal has already been approved by 
the state government of West Australia 
and cleared all environmental regulation 
hurdles, China Steel News reported last 
Friday. 

West Australian State Development Min- 
ister Clive Brown praised the project as a 
significant investment for the state, which 
would bring in thousands of jobs. 

“But Mr. Palmer’s dream is a long way off 
completion. There is a world of difference 
between a [memorandum of understand- 
ing] and blinding contracts,” an industry 
analyst in Perth was quoted as saying. 


the market soon. 

“Brand enhancement poses a great op- 
portunity as well as a challenge to us 
as we continue to grow in China,” Steve 
Schneider, GE vice president and chair- 
man and CEO of GE China, said at a 
Wednesday press conference. “As an Olym- 
pic worldwide partner, we want to commu- 
nicate the message that GE touches the 
Olympic Games in many ways with the 
spirit of ‘imagination at work’.” 

Last year, GE launched its new slo- 
gan “imagination at work” to replace the 
24-year-old “we bring good things to life” 
motto. 

Schneider said that since GE was most- 
ly a B2B business, their brand promotion 
focus would be on decision makers in cor- 
porations and government. 

In Beijing on May 26, GE Chairman 
and CEO Jeff Immelt, Yuan Weimin, head 
of the State General Sports Administra- 
tion, and Hein Verbruggen, president of 
the International Olympic Committee Co- 
ordination Commission, signed an agree- 
ment for GE to be a global Olympic 
cooperation partner. The deal makes GE 
one of the IOC’s 11 global sponsors for 
eight years starting January 1, 2005. 

British Bank Gets 
$75m QFll Quota 

London-based Barclays Bank has 
won approval to invest $75 million in 
China’s main stock and debt markets 
under a program designed to attract 
foreign investors. 

The British bank had been given 
the quota under a landmark qualified 
foreign institutional investor (QFII) 
scheme, the State Administration of 
Foreign Exchange said on its web site. 

That brings to 20 the number of in- 
stitutions known to have won quotas to 
invest up to a total of $2,925 billion. 

QFII offers foreign investors the 
option of riding Chinese corporate 
growth by buying directly into a wider 
swath of mainland-listed companies. 

Before QFII, foreign investors had 
been confined to the tiny hard-currency 
B-share markets and barred from the 
main, yuan-denominated A-share mar- 
kets and their over 1,300 companies. 

France’s Societe Generale, UBS AG, 
Citigroup and Nikko Asset Manage- 
ment, a unit of Japan’s Nikko Cordial 
Corp, are among other foreign institu- 
tions to have won investment quotas. 
Seven institutions still await invest- 
ment quotas to be able to trade on Chi- 
na’s $500 billion stock markets. 

Power Corp of Canada and France’s 
Calyon Corporate and Investment Bank, 
a unit of Credit Agricole, were the latest 
to win approval to invest, though they 
have yet to receive quotas. (Xinhua) 


Chinese, Aussie Firm Pave 
Way for Huge Ore Trade 


Bank Propped to Set Up Fund Manager 


By Sun Yongjian 

The Industrial and Commer- 
cial Bank of China (ICBC) is 
gearing up to be the first of the 
country’s “big four” state-owned 
banks to establish a fund man- 
agement company after receiving 
approval from the national bank- 
ing watchdog, the newspaper Chi- 
na Business said on Sunday. 

The China Banking Regulato- 
ry Commission greenlighted the 
bank’s application, bit it still 
needed approval from China’s 


central bank and the China Se- 
curities Regulatory Commission, 
the report said. 

Bank plans called for the 
fund manager to be set up be- 
fore the start of the year with 
500 million yuan in registered 
capital. ICBC will hold a 67 
stake in the firm and other orga- 
nizations the remaining shares, 
the newspaper said. 

News officials from ICBC’s 
headquarters in Beijing would 
not comment on the matter. 


Country’s First JV Cai 

By Pan Hao 

China’s Shenzhen Airlines and 
Germany-based Lufthansa Cargo 
announced the foundation of a new 
joint venture cargo carrier in Chi- 
na last Thursday. Jade Cargo In- 
ternational is based in Shenzhen, 
home to China’s fourth largest air- 
port, and will be the first air car- 
rier with foreign investment to 
operate in the domestic market. 

Shenzhen Airlines and Luf- 
thansa Cargo will be joined in 
operating the JV by German devel- 
opment finance institution DEG. 

Jade Cargo International is 
scheduled to begin operations af- 

Groupama insurance 

France-based Groupama In- 
surance opened its doors for busi- 
ness in southwest China’s Sichuan 
Province on Tuesday. Despite the 
low profits and high risks of the 
agricultural insurance sector in 
China, Groupama decided to take 
the leap, becoming the first over- 
seas-funded insurer to offer agri- 
cultural insurance in this country, 
China Central Television report- 
ed Wednesday. 

After securing approval from 
the China Insurance Regulatory 
Commission, Groupama set up 
a branch in Chengdu, capital of 
Sichuan. The company will also 
establish a base in Chongqing 
Municipality. 

At the opening ceremony, 
Groupama signed a framework 


go Carrier Takes Off 

ter Spring Festival next year. 
Outside of destinations in Chi- 
na, it will initially service other 
Asian countries including India, 
Malaysia, Singapore and Thai- 
land, and then expand to desti- 
nations beyond Asia in its second 
phase of development. 

Shenzhen Airlines holds a 51 
percent stake in the venture, 
Lufthansa Cargo a 25 percent 
share and DEG the remaining 
24 percent. 

Shenzhen Airlines did not dis- 
close further details about the 
new company when contacted on 
Thursday. 

Starts China Business 

agreement to offer agricultural 
insurance with the Agricultural 
Bank of China, one of the “big 
four” state-owned banks. 

While China’s rural popula- 
tion numbers around one billion 
and agriculture accounts for 20 
percent of the nation’s gross 
domestic product, agricultural in- 
surance is embarrassingly un- 
derdeveloped in this country. 
Agricultural premiums came to 
less than $120 million of the $25 
billion total of insurance premi- 
ums in 2001. 

Groupama has extensive ex- 
perience in agricultural insur- 
ance. The group’s total global 
assets reached $62 billion by the 
end of 2001. 

(Xinhua) 


ACEA Opens Domestic Office 


By James Liu 

The European Automobile 
Manufacturers Association 
(ACEA), an organization that 
represents the 13 major car, 
truck and bus makers in the 
EU, opened its second overseas 
office in Beijing today, indicat- 
ing the importance of the China 
market to Europe’s automotive 
industry. 

Dr. Bernd Pischetsrieder, CEO 
of Volkswagen AG and ACEA 
president, was quoted as saying 
in a news release that the group 


would work closely with Chinese 
authorities to improve communi- 
cation between all sides. 

ACEA member companies 
now account for half of all auto- 
mobile production in this coun- 
try, he said. 

Belgian Dominik Declercq, 
who has been working in China 
for more than 20 years and 
is the former president of Nex- 
ans Greater China, will lead the 
ACEA Beijing office. 

The ACEA established its first 
overseas office in Tokyo in 1995. 


Another Broker Put in Hands of Assets Manager 


By Sun Yongjian 

Just four days after MF Se- 
curities was put under the com- 
mand of China Orient Asset 
Management Corp, another se- 
curities firm was taken over by 
a state-owned assets manage- 
ment company on October 22, 
the Shanghai Securities News- 
paper reported Tuesday. 

The China Securities Regulato- 
ry Commission turned Liaoning 
Province-based Liaoning Secu- 


rities over to Cinda Assets 
Management Company after 
finding the big brokerage guilty 
of violating national securities 
transaction regulations, without 
specifying Liaoning Securities’ 
transgressions. 

In the past two months, seven 
securities firms including D’Hong 
Securities, Hengxin Securities, CFS 
Securities and MF Securities have 
been taken over by state-owned as- 
sets management companies. 


IBM Expanding Software Oevelopment Lab 


By Qiu Jiaoning 

IBM marked the expansion of 
its China Software Development 
Laboratory (CSDL) with the in- 
auguration of a new facility in 
Beijing as well as the launch of 
its Lab Based Services Organiza- 
tion and Z Series Center of Com- 
petency on Thursday. 


Since it was founded in 1999 
with less than 100 engineers, 
CSDL has grown to become 
the largest software develop- 
ment facility owned by a for- 
eign company in China with 
1,800 software engineers in six 
centers in Beijing, Shanghai 
and Taipei. 


Fa Issues Urgent Soap Becal 


By Qiu Jiaoning 

Two batches of Fa brand 
soaps are being taken off store 
shelves after the products failed 
random inspections by the 
General Administration of Qual- 
ity Supervision, Inspection and 
Quarantine, the Xinhua news 
agency reported last Thursday. 

Producer Shanghai Henkel 
Cosmetic Co. has issued a gen- 
eral recall for two batches of 
soap produced on March 10 and 
March 18 this year. 

“The human factor is the cause 
of this unexpected event,” Song 
Chen from the public relations 
department of Shanghai Henkel 
told Beijing Today Wednesday. 
“Because things were not com- 


pletely cleaned, some loose 
detergent and waterproofing sub- 
stances left in containers got into 
the soaps, causing them to fail 
the checks.” 

Song said that most of the 
soaps in question had been de- 
livered to stores in Nanjing, 
Jiangsu Province. “For soaps al- 
ready bought by consumers, we 
have been trying our best to no- 
tify consumers through the me- 
dia and leaflets,” she added. 

“We have always emphasized 
the top quality of our products 
and apologize for this mistake.” 

Consumers can check if Fa 
soaps in their possession are in- 
cluded in the recall by calling 
the free hotline 800-810-1585. 
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Euro Bond Issue Proves Popular 
and Complete Success 


B eijing (AFX) - China’s 1 billion 
euro government bond issue 
has met with strong European 
demand, an outcome which may per- 
suade Asian governments and com- 
panies to diversify away from dollar 
debt in favor of the European cur- 
rency, the Financial Times reported, 
citing bankers close to the deal. 

The paper said European pension 
funds and banks had offered more 
than 4 billion euros for the 10-year 
bond, China’s largest euro-denomi- 
nated issue. 

The strong demand from investors 
ranging from Finnish pension funds to 
Italian asset managers vindicated Bei- 
jing’s decision to break with tradition 
and raise most of the funds in euros, 
the paper said. 

The US dollar tranche of the bond 
was limited to $500 million in five- 
year notes, compared with previous 


fund raisings of up to $1 billion. 

Citing industry experts, the paper 
said the response from Europe could 
allay fears by other Asian companies 
and governments, such as South Korea, 
over lack of demand for their debt 
among European institutions. 

“In the past, Asian debt issuance has 
been dollar-centric. The success of this 
issue may well usher in a new era in 
which Asian borrowers look to more 
than one currency,” Patrick O’Brien, joint 
head of Asia debt capital markets at 
UBS, which arranged the euro tranche 
of the bond with BNP Paribas and 
Deutsche Bank, was quoted as saying. 

Bankers said that more than 40 
percent of the demand for the euro 
portion of the Chinese issue, which 
will pay a low level of interest relative 
to similar bonds, came from investors 
that had never previously bought into 
Asian debt. 


Analyst’s Take: 

There are three reasons for the 
strong European demand for China's 
euro government bonds: 

Above all, European investors are 
optimistic about the future of China's 
economic development. Because a high 
but stable economic increase rate has 
been witnessed during recent years, their 
confidence in China's government bonds 
is strong because they believe that the 
return for their current investment after 
several years will be satisfactory. 

Meanwhile, European investors 
believe the prospects of China's economic 
reform is promising as they have seen 
that China's economic reform has made 
ample achievements over recent years. 

But also the economic and trade 
relationship between China and Euro- 
pean countries has developed to such 
an extent that it has exceeded that of 


the United States and Japan. 

On the other hand, the 1 billion euro 
bond issue reflects Chinese authorities' 
wise consideration in dealing with eco- 
nomic and financial issues with Euro- 
pean countries. 

China used to issue US dollar bonds 
a few years ago, but China also wants 
to show her confidence in the European 
market. By means of the euro bond issue, 
the bilateral relationships are balanced. 

The euro bond issue is also in line 
with China's self interests. Such a port- 
folio can be very effective in diversifying 
and reducing the risk of foreign exchange 
reserve. If China's exchange reserve were 
totally invested in a single exchange cur- 
rency, it will encounter high risks such 
as a highly fluctuating exchange rate. 

- Economics professor Fang 
Fuqian , vice president of the Center 
For European Studies, Renmin Uni- 
versity of China (Sun Yongjian) 


New Ell Trade Rules 
Hit Chinese Textiles 





A brand new 20 peso note will replace the $20 bill in Cuba. 


Xinhua Photo 


Will Cuba’s Dollar Ban Backfire? 


Havana, October 28, (International 
Herald Tribune) - Cuba’s decision this 
week to strip the American dollar of its 
legal tender status may cause more prob- 
lems than it solves for the country’s already 
enfeebled economy. 

President Fidel Castro of Cuba said on 
television Tuesday that Cuba would end cir- 
culation of the US dollar, after the United 
States moved to tighten sanctions against 
his government and stem the flow of remit- 
tances and tourist dollars to Cuba. The gov- 
ernment has banned the dollar from use in 


everyday transactions, though it will allow 
Cubans to convert dollars to pesos for a 10 
percent fee. 

Cuba has been operating an officially 
sanctioned dual-currency system, with 
the dollar and its own peso, since 1993. 
The US State Department estimated in 
August that remittances from abroad may 
account for as much as 3 percent of Cuba’s 
national income. Together, these mea- 
sures could amount to a massive mone- 
tary tightening, probably the last thing 
Cuba needs. 


Russian House Ratifies Kyoto Protocol 


Brussels, October 21 (AFX) — 
The European Commission on 
Wednesday proposed a new set 
of EU trade priorities aimed at 
targeting developing countries 
most in need, at the expense 
notably of Chinese textiles. 

Outgoing EU trade com- 
missioner Pascal Lamy said 
that the new EU trade pref- 
erences for 2006-2008 would 
create “a clearer, more trans- 
parent and more predictable” 
system for the European 
Union’s trading partners. 

The new Generalized System 
of Preferences (GSP) would for 
example deprive China, which 
provided over 30 percent of the 
EU’s imported textiles in 2002, 
of its current right to pay only a 
three percent tariff, against the 
usual 12 . 

Lamy, who stands down as 
EU trade chief at the end of 
October, has sought to reas- 
sure textile-exporting develop- 
ing countries that fear the end 
of EU textile import quotas in 
2005 will open the floodgates 
to China. 

Countries such as Bangla- 
desh and Sri Lanka are con- 
cerned that the end of the 
quotas removes the relative pro- 
tection for their exports to the 
European Union, and that they 
will be squeezed out by massive 
Chinese exports. 

Under the new proposals, 
countries with preferential 
access to the EU market under 
a bilateral agreement will 
be removed from the list of 
GSP beneficiaries since they 
already have better access to 
the EU market. 

Aid agency Oxfam said this 
proposal would end up being 
biased against some devel- 
oping countries rather than 
being of benefit to them and 
described the basis on which 
the GSP would be applied as 
protectionist. 

‘The proposal looks at 
whether a developing coun- 
try accounts for 15 percent of 
EU imports from the devel- 
oping world, instead of from 
all EU imports,’ said Jo Lead- 
beater, Head of Oxfam EU 
Advocacy office. 

‘The rule means that a devel- 
oping country maybe graduat- 
ing out of the GSP just as it 
begins to get its foot on the 
ladder,’ she added. 

Lanx/s new GSP proposals 
will have to be approved by EU 
governments and the European 
Parliament, but the Commission 
said it hopes the new system can 
enter force on July 1, 2005, as 
requested by the WTO. 

Analyst’s Take: 

According to the new GSP 
proposals of the EU Commis- 
sion, countries that hold more 


than 15 percent of EU market 
share in any industry will lose 
their GSP position. The reform 
will apply tighter restrictions 
on textiles, where a ceiling of 
12.5 percent market share will 
be set. 

The purpose is to deprive 
countries with a relatively 
strong position in the current 
GSP. China is the biggest ben- 
eficiary of the EU system, 
accounting for about 33 per- 
cent of imports to the 25-nation 
bloc under the scheme. 

We shouldn't consider it in 
isolation while mapping out a 
strategy to cope with the sit- 
uation. With the enhancement 
of our export capacity, compe- 
tition is getting tougher. On 
these grounds, the EU has been 
regarding China as its anti- 
dumping target, setting technol- 
ogy barriers for us, slow about 
giving official recognition to our 
position as a market economy. 

Exclusion from preferential 
tariffs on textiles is just like an 
Intermezzo ?, 

So we should be aware of 
EU trade policy in its totality. 
Trade barriers have never been 
a part of the European Eco- 
nomic Community, but GSP is 
an exception for the develop- 
ing world. GSP is a universal, 
undiscriminating, reciprocal 
tariff preference, under which 
export tariffs are less than 
one-third of the most-favored- 
nations' average tax rate. 

However, once developing 
countries sharpen their edge to a 
certain level, they will be removed 
from GSP list. Chinese textiles 
and clothes enjoy a 30 percent 
market share in the EU market, 
which means they can no longer 
enjoy the new GSP. 

On the one hand, Chinese 
textile exports have increased 
so fast that the EU is almost 
unable to stave them off. On the 
other, the EU will give part of the 
textile market to new member 
countries on purpose. 

Withdrawing from GSP, 
China will see a duty increase 
of about 3 percent on textile 
and clothes, which is obviously 
disadvantageous to our exports. 
Manufacturers of Chinese tex- 
tiles and clothes have to cast 
away their illusions of depend- 
ing on preferences. Trade asso- 
ciations should be set up to 
coordinate development. More- 
over, we should engage in ele- 
vating brand consciousness and 
sharpening our edge in price and 
quality for the whole industry to 
hold its share of the market. 

- Sun Xiaoqing, director 
of the Division for Economy, 
Institute of European Stud- 
ies at the China Institutes of 
Contemporary International 
Relations 

(Qiu Jiaoning) 


Moscow, October 27 (AP) — 
Russia’s upper house of par- 
liament on Wednesday rati- 
fied the Kyoto Protocol and 
sent it to President Vladimir 
Putin for the final stamp of 
approval that would bring the 
global climate pact into force 
early next year. 

Without Russia’s support, 
the pact - which has been 
rejected by the United States 
and Australia - cannot come 
into effect. It needs ratifi- 
cation by 55 industrialized 
nations accounting for at least 
55 percent of global green- 
house gas emissions in 1990. 

Putin pledged in May to 
speed up ratification in return 
for the European Union’s sup- 
port of Russia’s bid to join 
the World Trade Organiza- 
tion, and he’s expected to 
sign it quickly. The 1997 pact 
would take effect 90 days after 
Russia notifies the United 
Nations of its ratification. 

The approval by both 
houses of the Kremlin-con- 
trolled parliament followed 
years of hesitation and fierce 
debates among Russian offi- 
cials. Russian foes of Kyoto 
warned that the pact would 
stymie the nation’s economic 
growth, but its supporters 
dismissed the claim, saying 
that even after a five-year 


recovery, the post-Soviet 
industrial meltdown has left 
emissions some 30 percent 
below the baseline. 

The United States alone 
accounted for 36 percent 
of carbon dioxide emissions 
in 1990, while Russia 
accounted for 17 percent. 

Analyst’s Take: 

The United States, a coun- 
try based on coal and oil, 
has to spend a lot of money 
on new technology develop- 
ment and spend even more 
on new energy costs if it rati- 
fies the Kyoto Protocol. 

China, the second big- 
gest greenhouse releaser in 
the world and a developing 
country, has agreed to the 
Kyoto Protocol, but has no 
responsibilities to decrease 
its carbon dioxide emissions. 
That's why the United States 
thinks it's unfair. 

The European Union 
(EU), leading the push for 
environmental protection is 
affected more strongly by the 
warming climate. Holland, 
for example, loses land to the 
ocean. EU research found 
that most of the snow on the 
Alps will melt by 2050 if 
the climate change situation 
cannot be improved. 

Energy is another key 


factor. The EU has long been 
working on energy structure, 
adjustment and energy trans- 
fer from the perspective of 
energy safety and energy 
supply. To decrease carbon 
dioxide emissions, the EU has 
high taxation on gasoline and 
coal, and has spent money on 
science and technology. 

- Steven Zeng, a rep- 
resentative of UK-based 
AEA Technology (Beijing 
Office) 

The Kyoto Protocol was 
not set up to fix the climate 
change problem all at once, 
and countries set up the Pro- 
tocol as a way that they 
could revise it and negotiate 
new emissions targets every 
so often. Negotiations for the 
second commitment period 
(for the years 2013 to 2017) 
are due to begin next year. So 
countries will have the oppor- 
tunity to think about how 
they want the Protocol, or suc- 
cessive agreements under the 
UN Framework Convention, 
to look in the future, making 
2005 an important year. 

- Christie Jorge-Tre- 
solini, Senior Interna- 
tional Fellow from the Pew 
Center, a non-profit and 
non-partisan and indepen- 
dent organization based in 
Arlington, USA (WeiYing) 


Europe to Lift Import Barriers 

Brussels, October 25 (the Washing- 
ton Times) - The European Union 
would lift trade sanctions that are dam- 
aging American exporters after Pres- 
ident Bush last week signed a bill 
to revamp the corporate tax code and 
end an illegal export subsidy. But the 
25-nation bloc warned that punitive tar- 
iffs could return if the WTO determines 
that portions of the tax bill continue to 
run afoul of international rules. 

“As there remain some problems with 
the bill, which we have previously dis- 
cussed both with the US administration 
and Congress, we intend to resolve these 
issues in the WTO,” said EU Trade Com- 
missioner Pascal Lamy. 

US businesses welcomed the reprieve, 
and will try to reclaim lost profits and 
market share. The Bush administration 
also was pleased with the EU decision to 
lift the tariffs starting January 1, the day 
the tax bill takes effect. 

The WTO in 2002 ruled that a por- 
tion of the US tax code offered illegal 
export subsidies to American companies, 
and allowed Europe to respond with 
sanctions up to $4 billion a year, the big- 
gest retaliation allowed since the WTO’s 
inception in 1995. 

Delta Deal Could Avert 
Bankruptcy: Maybe 

Atlanta, October 28 (AP) - Delta Air 
Lines’ pilots union said late Wednesday 
it had reached a tentative agreement on 
concessions that could save the struggling 
carrier from bankruptcy. Atlanta-based 
Delta had said it would have to seek bank- 
ruptcy protection if it didn’t get $1 billion 
in concessions from its 7,000 pilots. 

However, union spokeswoman Karen 
Miller would not say if the tentative agree- 
ment covered $1 billion. The nation’s third- 
largest airline was expected to decide by 
Wednesday whether to seek protection 
from creditors, but that could be delayed 
if the airline and pilots’ union reached an 
agreement. Delta had offered to exchange 
$680 million of its debt with new notes 
secured by $1.2 billion worth of debt-free 
aircraft, flight simulators and flight train- 
ing equipment. 

Delta has lost more than $6 billion 
since early 2001, during which time it 
has also cut 16,000 jobs. Delta plans to 
cut up to another 7,000 jobs in the next 
18 months. Last week, the struggling air- 
line reported a $651 million loss in the 
third quarter. 

Wall Street Expects large 
DreamWorks Share issue 

Los Angeles, October 28 (AP) - 
Shares of DreamWorks Animation Inc. 
are scheduled to begin trading Thurs- 
day and were priced Wednesday night 
at $28 per share, higher than the $23 to 
$25 per share target in the company’s 
prospectus. At that price, DreamWorks 
will raise $812 million from the 29 mil- 
lion shares it will make available in its 
initial public offering. 

The company is spinning off from its 
parent, DreamWorks SKG, formed 10 
years ago. The company, which will trade 
under the ticker symbol “DWA” on the 
New York Stock Exchange, is generating 
tremendous buzz in a rather tepid stock 
market in part because it is the first enter- 
tainment IPO to be offered in years. 

But long term, DreamWorks must 
prove it can deliver consistent hits other 
than its popular “Shrek” series. It also 
faces considerable competition from rival 
Pixar Animation Studios, The Walt Disney 
Co. and Twentieth Century Fox, which are 
making computer-animated features. 

Marsh & McLennan CEO 
Greenberg Resigns 

New York, October 25 (Reuters) - 
Marsh & McLennan Cos. Chairman and 
Chief Executive Jeffrey Greenberg 
resigned on Monday, 11 days after New 
York Attorney General Eliot Spitzer 
accused the world’s biggest insurance 
broker of rigging bids. 

At the time Spitzer filed his lawsuit, 
accusing the company of colluding with 
American International Group Inc. and 
other insurers to fix prices, he said he 
would not negotiate with Marsh’s man- 
agement. Spitzer’s office said on Monday 
the attorney general would not press 
criminal charges against Marsh, but he 
might pursue criminal charges against 
individuals at the company, a spokesman 
in his office said. 

Greenberg was replaced as chief execu- 
tive by Michael Cherkasky, the chairman 
and CEO of Marsh’s risk and insurance 
services unit, who previously ran a pri- 
vate investigation company that Marsh 
bought in July. But Cherkasky did not 
take over the chairman’s title from Green- 
berg, and that position remains vacant. 
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Former Soccer Star Tested 
for Paternity Suit 



Gao Feng emerging from the testing institute Photos by Chen Bai 


By Annie Wei 

Retired Chinese football star 
Gao Feng has been back in head- 
lines nationwide this week for his 
involvement in a paternity suit 
just two weeks after his longtime 
girlfriend, singing star Na Ying, 
gave birth to a son. 

Gao, plaintiff in the paternity 
case Wang Nawen and her three- 
year-old son headed to a scientific 
institute serving the Beijing court 
system on Wednesday after a local 
court ordered they submit to DNA 
tests to determine if Gao was the 
boy’s father. 

Shortly after 9 am that morn- 
ing, Gao arrived at the institute’s 
parking lot, where a swarm of re- 
porters was waiting. After initial- 
ly hiding in a nearby residential 
building for a few minutes, he 
made his way through the crowd, 
accompanied by friends and en- 
tered the facility. 

Gao came out again after 20 
minutes, got into his car and drove 
away without answering any ques- 
tions from the press. 

Wang and her son reached the 



Wang Nawen and her son 


institute an hour later. The plain- 
tiff made no attempt to hide, while 
the boy had a scarf over his face 
and was escorted inside the court 
by Wang’s mother. Wang smiled as 
she made her way to the testing 
center, but asked journalists not to 
take pictures of her son. 

The court is expected to an- 


nounce the results of the paternity 
test early next week. 

The high-profile story began 
late last month, when the 
Chaoyang District People’s Court 
on September 22 accepted and 
heard a case filed by Wang accus- 
ing Gao of failing to provide child 
support to her son. 

In her indictment, Wang said 
she was the boy’s mother and Gao 
his father, adding Gao had not vis- 
ited his supposed son since he was 
born. The angry mother demand- 
ed 670,000 yuan in compensation, 
but the court decided a paternity 
test was needed to determine if 
Gao should be considered respon- 
sible in the case. 

Zhao Shuyan, a lawyer from the 
Beijing L&A Law Firm represent- 
ing Gao, said her client would as- 
sume his legal responsibilities if 
proven to be the boy’s father. 

Na Ying issued a public letter 
last Thursday stating she would 
support her boyfriend in carrying 
out his fatherly duties if tests 
proved he was the father of Wang 
Nawen’s son. 



See You in Yunnan 


Photo hy Lou Qiyong 


Five local 
Tourists Die 
in Kunming 
Bus Plunge 

By Wang Fang 

A tour bus containing 26 pas- 
sengers, all senior citizens from 
Beijing, plunged off a bridge and 
into a lake outside the famous 
Stone Forest scenic area near 
Kunming, Yunnan Province last 
Sunday, killing five and injur- 
ing 21. The bus driver and two 
guides onboard were not hurt in 
the accident. 

One survivor told Beijing 
Youth Daily that the accident oc- 
curred around noon when the 
bus driver swerved to avoid a girl 
playing on the bridge. 

“When the bus got on the 
bridge, the driver stood up and 
leaned to the right to get some- 
thing while holding the steering 
wheel in his left hand. A tour 
guide shouted, Watch out for 
that kid!’ Before we knew it, the 
bus was already in the lake.” 

The injured were rushed to 
nearby Shilin Hospital and 10 
tourists who had sustained se- 
rious wounds were then trans- 
ferred to another hospital in 
Kunming. 

Liu Lili of the Beijing Tour- 
ism Bureau told the Beijing Dai- 
ly Messenger that relatives of 
the dead and injured arrived in 
Kunming on Monday and that 
representatives of related tour- 
ist agencies were at the scene to 
deal with problems arising from 
the accident. 

Liu added that tourists who 
had already recovered from 
their injuries could choose to 
return to Beijing or complete 
their trips. 

A representative of the China 
Insurance Company Chaoyang 
Branch told the Beijing News 
yesterday that the families of 
the dead could receive around 
100,000 yuan in compensation. 

Preliminary results of the 
Shilin traffic police’s investiga- 
tion indicate the driver was pri- 
marily responsible for the event 
and he has been put in deten- 
tion, the Beijing Daily Messen- 
ger said. 

A spokesman for the Shilin 
Scenic Zone Bureau said author- 
ities were going to install more 
cautionary signs near the bridge 
and drop the speed limit within 
the scenic area to five kilometers 
per hour. The area would also be 
divided into service and visiting 
sections to try to reduce vehicle 
traffic, the spokesperson said. 


By Zhou Ying 

Beijing received a welcome 
plash of color this week when 
representatives of remote Nuji- 
ang Lisu autonomous prefecture 
in northwestern Yunnan Province 
came to the city to promote the 
area’s 50th anniversary celebra- 
tions set for mid-November. 


“Nujiang is a magical, charming 
land,” gushed Li Jianglong, deputy 
director general of the local tourism 
administration said at a press con- 
ference in Beijing on Tuesday. 

“Regional folk customs empha- 
size harmony with the natural 
landscape, and the area lies in 
the center of the ‘Confluence of 


Three Rivers’ world natural heri- 
tage zone,” Li said. 

Following the conference, Nu- 
jiang locals dressed in elaborate 
traditional costumes gave a small 
dance performance. 

One of the dancers said she 
and the other performers were all 
natives of Nujiang Lisu and none 
had received formal dance train- 
ing. “Our people are born singers 
and dancers,” she said. 


Bus Explosion Injures 
54 in Hunan 


By Zhou Ying 

One of the 54 passengers 
injured when an explosion 
ripped through a bus on 
Tuesday in Changsha, Hunan 
Province has been confirmed 
as responsible for the blast. 

An officer from the 
Changsha Public Security Bu- 
reau told the Shanghai Morn- 
ing Post that preliminary 
investigations into the acci- 
dent firmly placed the blame 
for the explosion on the shoul- 
ders of 54-year-old Hunan na- 
tive Yang Jinquan. 

The police said that Yang 
had told some friends a month 
before that he was planning 
to do something earthshaking. 
“He had become depressed be- 
cause of conflicts within his 
family,” the officer was quoted 
as saying. 

After the 1 pm blast, all 


54 injured passengers, includ- 
ing Yang, were rushed to the 
Changsha Central Hospital. 
Many of the wounded were 
young students. 

“Some pieces of glass from 
the bus windows flew into my 
newsstand,” witness Mr. Zhang 
told the Shanghai Morning 
Post on Wednesday. Zhang said 
he rushed to the bus after the 
blast and saw several young 
people climbing out windows, 
crying and bleeding. “For a 
while, there were wounded 
people scattered over the 
ground, their hair and clothes 
seriously burned,” he said. 

The police did not disclose 
any information on how Yang 
perpetrated the blast or his 
motives. “He is being carefully 
watched by police. We are still 
investigating the case,” the of- 
ficer was quoted as saying. 



Suspected Kindergarten 
Killer Captured 

By Wang Fang 

After a 44-hour manhunt, local police 
on Saturday tracked down and arrested 
a man suspected of murdering a teacher 
and a five-year-old child at a Beijing kin- 
dergarten last week. 

Early last Friday morning, teacher 
He Yufen was found dead on the ground 
floor at eastern Beijing’s Beixin kinder- 
garten, where she had worked for 15 
years. Police assessed she died from a 
massive blow to the head. 

Shortly after, a student surnamed 
Lin was reported missing. His body was 
found stuffed in a washing machine in 
the afternoon. 

The Beijing Municipal Public Security 
Bureau announced on Saturday that offi- 
cers had apprehended suspect Fu Hegong, 
31, at the Banchuan Hutong Hostel. 

Once in custody, Fu admitted to hav- 
ing climbed through a window into a room 
at the kindergarten where four children 
were sleeping, hoping to find some cash. 
Lin woke up and began to cry. 

Afraid of being caught, Fu killed the 
boy and He when she entered the room 
to see what was happening. 

His parents told the Beijing News they 
had not seen him in over a year. “When the 
police told me what he did, I couldn’t be- 
lieve what I was hearing. I really did not 
think my son could commit such a crime,” 
his mother was quoted as saying. 



Colin Powell in a store in Xindong’an Shopping Center 

Photo by Wang Xuefeng 


Powell Takes Time for Unofficial Business 


By Zhang Nan 

Between high-level 
meetings and official func- 
tions, US Secretary of State 
Colin Powell managed to 
sneak in a short visit to the 
Xindong’an shopping cen- 
ter on Beijing’s Wangfujing 
Street during his brief trip 
to the capital on Monday. 

Local man Wang Xue- 
feng happened to be in one 
of the stores Powell checked 
out. Wang told Beijing Youth 
Daily that he immediately 
recognized the American 
statesman and snapped a 
photo of him talking with a 
store clerk. 


“Some other people in 
the mall recognized Powell 
and he shook their hands. 
He arrived around 1:30 
pm and spent no more 
than half an hour inside,” 
Wang said. 

Powell arrived in Beijing 
Sunday evening after trav- 
elling to Tokyo. 

On Monday morning, he 
met with Chinese Presi- 
dent Hu Jintao, Premier 
Wen Jiabao and Li Zha- 
oxing, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. After attending a 
press conference on Mon- 
day afternoon, Powell de- 
parted Beijing for Seoul. 


Flash Photos May Endanger Priceless Paintings 


By Liu Zhaoxi 

College student Zhao 
Yang traveled from Tianjin 
to Beijing last weekend 
with only one thing in 
mind - viewing an exhi- 
bition of classic French 
Impressionist paintings 
currently being held in the 
capital’s National Gallery 
of Fine Arts. 

Zhao carried a digital 
camera borrowed from a 
friend and ended up taking 
snaps of the French mas- 
terworks from a distance 
of around five meters, fear- 
ing the sharp light of the 
camera’s flash could harm 
the paintings. 

His fears were well 
grounded. 

Gallery official Wu Qiong 
told Beijing Today on Mon- 
day that camera flashes 
could erode paintings, while 
their quick blasts of heat 
could also have unwanted 
effects on the over century- 
old works. 

An average of 7,000 peo- 
ple have visited the exhi- 
bition daily since it opened 


on October 7, and not ev- 
eryone has been as careful 
as Zhao with their camer- 
as. 

On Saturday, in defiance 
of a sign at the exhibit en- 
trance stating “use of flash 
lights is strictly forbidden”, 
many visitors flashed the 
paintings as they took shots 
from up close, sending se- 
curity staff scurrying about 
trying to stop them. 

Several perpetrators 
later told Beijing Today 
that they had simply for- 
gotten to turn off the flash- 
es on their cameras. 

Ina Adema of the Neth- 
erlands admitted she used 
her flash to take pictures 
because “everybody else is 
doing it.” Adema told 
Beijing Today that rules 
against flash photography 
in her country were care- 
fully obeyed. 

The Impressionist paint- 
ing exhibition is a major 
event in the Year of French 
Culture in China, and will 
run in Beijing through No- 
vember 27. 


Xicheng Gives Pets Places to Do Their Business 


By Annie Wei 

Tiny toilets intended to 
serve the needs of resi- 
dents’ pets were installed 
around the Yuetan Jiedao 
community last Wednesday 
by the Xicheng Public Se- 
curity Bureau. 

The following morning, one 
of the little latrines had dis- 
appeared, presumably stolen 
during the night, the Beijing 
Star Daily said that day. 

The bureau’s pets office 
hoped the toilets would keep 
dog doo off the community’s 
streets and grassy areas, 
thereby improving the en- 
vironment and preventing 
conflicts between pet own- 
ers and other residents, the 

lapping Kunming lake 

By Liu An 

More than 400 people from 
76 countries and regions took 
part in fourth annual race of 
“foreign friends” around Kun- 
ming Lake in the Summer 
Palace last Saturday. 

Among the runners were 
employees of foreign embas- 
sies, companies and schools, 
including several seniors, a 
few teens and even a two- 
year-old baby. 

This event was begun by 
the Beijing government as 
a way to welcome the 2008 
Olympic Games and draw 
more foreign residents into 
the city’s culture and devel- 
opment. 

Luis Adoifo Guinez from 
the Argentine Embassy 
told Beijing Today he and 
his wife were not running 


newspaper said. 

The brightly-colored 
toilets look like little dog 
houses and have remov- 
able traps installed under- 
neath for easy cleaning. 

Zuo Qingjie, director of 
the pet office, led officers 
to re-install the toilets 
last Friday morning, that 
time solidly planting them 
in the ground with large 
screws and positioning 
them in high-profile spots 
near community gates. 

Plans to install 400 of the 
toilets around Xicheng would 
not be dropped following the 
theft, police were quoted as 
saying by the Beijing Eve- 
ning News last Friday. 



Photo by Zhang Jianzhong 


fans and that they seldom 
attended such races in their 
country. “But we want to 
get to know more friends 
in Beijing,” Guinez said. 

Amber Burroughs, an 
English teacher from the 
middle school attached Ren- 
min University, won the 
women’s race, and Mizuhi- 
ki Yuji, a third-year Jap- 
anese student at Beijing 
Language and Culture Uni- 
versity was the first man 
across the finish line. 
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By Liu Zhaoxi 

A Legal Daily story has 
revealed findings of a 
national inspection, 
carried out by the National 
People’s Congress on the 
implementation of a 2001 trade 
union law, that some foreign 
companies in China are still 
resisting the establishment of 
trade unions, most prominently 
Wal-Mart. 

Wal-Mart, the largest retailer 
in the world, has been urged 
to support the establishment of 
a Chinese-style trade union in 
its China stores for more than 
three years. Starting in 2000, 
Shenzhen, Dalian and Kunming 
were among the first trade 
unionists to contact Wal-Mart. 
They were politely told by the 
company it would not set up 
trade unions. The reason? Wal- 
Mart doesn’t participate in 
setting up trade unions 
anywhere else in the world, let 
alone China, according to a 
story in the Guangzhou-based 
21st Century Business Herald 
last year. Since then, municipal 
trade union bodies in other 
cities have tried to set up 
unions. But the company has 
politely but steadfastly resisted, 
the newspaper reported. 

Wal-Mart today manages 39 
stores in 19 cities across China, 
and employs in total more 
than 20,000, according to the 
official website of Wal-Mart 
China. None of the stores has 
a union, said an official of the 
All-China Federation of Trade 
Unions (ACFTU), who refused 
to be named. 

According to the 2001 trade 
union law, any employee who 
earns a full-time salary in any 
business in China is entitled to 
organize or join a trade union. 
No individual or organization 
is allowed to obstruct or limit 
such actions. 

Chinese media pundits have 
suggested Wal-Mart’s 
resistance to unions is all 
about cost control. According 
to Chinese trade union law, 


Wal-Mart to China: always No Unions 

But municipal officials demand foreign companies pay their dues 



Wal-Mart in Shenzhen 


Photo by Photocome 


businesses with unions should 
pay the organization 2 percent 
of its employees’ salaries. 
Through the union, an 
employee theoretically might 
even ask for a pay raise, 
something Wal-Mart is not 
famous for relishing. 

The analysts conclude that 
Wal-Mart is not willing to 
break its business model in 
China of all places, and so 
bring union pressure down 
on it throughout the world. 
Actually, Wal-Mart is no longer 


totally union-free. In August, 
a Wal-Mart store in Jonquiere, 
Canada became the only 
unionized Wal-Mart in North 
America, according to the 
official website of United Food 
and Commercial Workers 
Canada, one of Canada’s 
largest unions. 

In a statement the Wal-Mart 
China headquarters filed to the 
21st Century Business Herald 
last year, the company claimed 
that it had been protecting the 
rights of its employees according 


to Chinese law. Various rights 
of the employees are manifest 
in the contract they signed with 
the company and the employee’s 
manual, the statement read. 

Coming to China in 1996, 
Wal-Mart is not alone over 
the union issue in China. A 
National People’s Congress 
inspection also found other 
foreign companies, including 
Kodak, Dell and KFC, have 
no or “unsound” trade unions, 
Xinhua reported. 

Kong Xianghong, official at the 


Guangdong Federation of Trade 
Unions: Wal-Mart has no good 
reason to refuse trade unions 

Wal-Mart has been in China 
a long time, but it just will not 
set up trade unions according to 
the trade union law of China, 
using the excuse “our company 
has no custom of establishing 
trade unions in the USA.” 
Whether or not the company can 
set up unions in the US should 
be based on American law. But 
investing in China and earning 
a whole lot of money from 
Chinese people, the company 
subsequently does not follow 
Chinese law, which cannot be 
justified. (From luckup.net) 
Nelson Lichtenstein, professor 
at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara, via e-mail: Wal- 
Mart is hostile to trade 
unionism 

Wal-Mart is ideologically and 
organizationally hostile to trade 
unionism in the US and in 
China and throughout the 
world. It achieves a competitive 
advantage by paying its workers 
about 30 percent less than 
they are paid by other 
companies. Discount retailing 
depends on continuous, near- 
obsessive attention to wages 
and labor costs. And Wal-Mart 
is clearly at the head of this 
discount class, with selling and 
general administration costs - 
wages mainly - coming in at 
about 25 percent less than 
Kmart, Target, Home Depot 
and other contemporary big box 
retailers. At Wal-Mart and other 
low-benefit firms store, it is 
practically a capital offense 
to allow workers to earn 
overtime pay. Indeed, at 
Wal-Mart a 28-hour-work week 
is considered “full time” 


Home Schooling to Build a Better Housewife 

Parents opt out, saying their 8-year-old needs more ‘practical’ life skills 


By Zhou Ying 

A decision to adopt home 
schooling for her 8-year-old girl 
by a mother in Chengdu, Sichuan 
province, has created a media 
debate about the gender issue 
and the extraordinary pressure 
on students in the age of the sin- 
gle child. 

Her parents, among other 
things, want to teach Zhu Nan- 
nan to be an excellent house- 
wife. “Actually she had studied 
at a key primary school for a 
year. But we found she wasn’t 
happy at all during that time,” 
the mother, who refused to be 
named, told Chengdu Economic 
Daily on Saturday. 

“I don’t think school is the 
only way for children to gain a 
useful education, and so I try to 
foster my child in my own way.” 

The father, surname Zhu but 
also refusing to be identified, 
said that as society develops, 
more girls will want to be a 
housewife in the future. “Even 
if they have to work, they will 
do something artistic, musical 
or so on.” 

He said the most important 
skill for girls is “how to deal 
with life, not exams and jobs”. 
The parents argue that it is 
primary school education, not 
them, which is lagging behind 
the development of society. 

“Nearly all parents feel dis- 
satisfied with the education sys- 
tem. But few imagine they can 
teach their children themselves 
just as we do now,” said Nan- 
nan’s mother. 

According to the parents, 
Nannan learns literature, maths 
and history in the morning at 
home. She has a choice of piano, 
swimming and dancing lessons 
in the afternoon. “I think what I 
am learning now is far more in- 
teresting than that of my class- 
mates at school, and I really 
feel happy now,” Nannan told 
Chengdu Economic Daily the 
same day. 

The mother said they also 


pay attention to aesthetic edu- 
cation. “We want to teach her 
how to enjoy life, and how to be 
a perfect woman in the future,” 
she said proudly. 

Xing Guang, a student of 
a high school attached to 
Beijing Normal University, The 
most important thing a stu- 
dent acquires in school isn’t 
knowledge. 

I totally agree that parts of 
the syllabus in primary school 
are indeed useless in our fu- 
ture life. At least for my class- 
mates in primary school, the 
main courses that relate to fi- 
nal exams are quite important, 
such as Chinese, English and 
maths. But art, music and tech- 
nology always got a chilly recep- 
tion from pupils. 

Take maths for example, the 
primary school syllabus after 
fourth grade is rarely used in 
real life. Basically, you can do 
just about everything you need 
to do in daily life if you master 
subtraction and addition. 

But I don’t agree with the par- 
ents’ decision. The most import 
thing a student acquires in school 
rather than knowledge itself, is a 
scientific way of thinking. That’s 
quite useful for the future. 

Zheng Hong, father, Gender 
education is very important 

Firstly, I advocate that the 
mother should apply a new kind 
of education: gender education 
(single-sex education that rein- 
forces gender roles), quite rare 
in China now. 

In my opinion, girls are grad- 
ually losing their ability to be 
a competent wife or mother af- 
ter marriage. Some girls even re- 
gard it as shameful to enter the 
kitchen of the future. I think it 
is quite good for girls to accept 
all kinds of knowledge concern- 
ing life skills. 

Although a quality education 
is very important, we should 
not neglect basic education at 
primary school. If her mother 
expects Nannan to become a 


housewife in the future, she 
should realize that her daugh- 
ter should acquire a high level 
of cultural accomplishment. If 
not, how can Nannan teach her 
own child in the future? 

Secondly, I doubt if the girl 
can find a husband that will 
take her. Most successful men 
expect their wives to be college 
graduates. And if she fails to 
find a husband, then how can 
she get a job without a univer- 
sity graduation certificate? 
ShouYan, physics teacher at 
Beijing No. 66 Middle/High 
School, No access to entrance 
exam 

In China, if children do not 
have the right certificate, they 
cannot even take a middle school 
or university entrance exam. 
You cannot obtain that certifi- 
cate by home schooling. 

Actually a similar incident 
happened before. I heard some 
parents asked for a week’s sick 
leave for their children to take 
them outside the school and 
broaden their horizons. Most 
parents gain experience study- 
ing abroad. I can totally under- 
stand their behavior. 

But the incident mentioned 
in this article is quite special in 
that it’s not worthy of repeat- 
ing, because there is lack of a 
corresponding system in society. 
I mean she may be not admitted 
by society when she grows up. 

Speaking of the syllabus at 
primary school, I think the 
classes are not that dull be- 
cause the school organizes all 
kinds of activities for the chil- 
dren. But because of the lim- 
ited places available at a key 
middle school, parents have to 
pressure their children. 

Finally, I think parents 
should not devote all their ener- 
gies to their children. The fac- 
tors that influence children’s 
development are quite compli- 
cated. So if your child of the fu- 
ture does not become the one 
you had hoped, you will be real- 


ly disappointed and depressed. 
Qin Xiaowen, researcher at 
Beijing Academy of Educational 
Sciences, School is a source of 
happiness 

There is no doubt that the 
educational system has many 
problems, and education is far 
behind the rapid development 
of the economy. 

But I have to say that the 
mother has narrowly miscon- 
strued the function of a school. 
One important process for chil- 
dren during their juvenile pe- 
riod is that of socialization of 
individuals, and school is the 
right place for this task. 

Children in school can learn 
how to deal with all kinds of 
problems, and they will learn 
how to interact with each other. 
I think this is the source of hu- 
man happiness. 

I personally regard the moth- 
er’s behavior as escapism. She 
should not isolate her child from 
the world, although the real 
world is full of flaws. What she 
should teach her child is how to 
adapt instead of how to escape. 
Paul Mooney, American free- 
lance writer residing in Beijing, 
Home schooling is becoming 
increasingly popular 

Home schooling is becoming 
increasingly popular in the 
United States as more parents 
become dissatisfied with the ed- 
ucation system there. 

There are pros and cons to 
doing this. The biggest pro is 
that you can give your son or 
daughter a very focused educa- 
tion, but it does demand a lot of 
your own time as a parent. 

My youngest daughter can 
do her reading assignments on 
her computer, submit her as- 
signments online, and ask ques- 
tions online with teachers who 
are standing by to help students. 
The biggest downside is that she 
sometimes feels lonely. She has 
no classmates or friends. She 
also has to be very disciplined to 
complete her assignments. 


We try to make up for this 
by supplementing her education. 
I recently went on a weeklong 
trip to Shaanxi province and she 
came along with me. We traveled 
around by train and saw a lot of 
things. This was a great experi- 
ence for her and part of her ed- 
ucation. Schools can’t do things 
like this. Every few months, I’ll 
take her on trips with me. 

A lot of American parents 
are skeptical about this, and I 
understand. I’m a bit nervous 
myself. I sometimes worry, “Am 
I ruining her education and 
chances of getting into a good 
university back in America?” 

But actually, if done well, 
home-schooled students per- 
form quite well. According to 
one study I saw, these stu- 
dents did better on the SATs 
(American university entrance 
exam) than the average Amer- 
ican students who attend nor- 
mal schools. My elder daughter 
Annie did this for two years, 
and was accepted to Bates Col- 
lege in America, a small school 
that only accepts 30 percent 
of applicants. Another friend of 
mine did home schooling from 
primary school to high school 
and his daughter and son both 
attended and graduated from 
Yale University. 

Li Quanjiang, a lawyer from the 
Zhongzi Law Office in Beijing, 
The mother has violated Chi- 
nese law 

Actually, the mother has vio- 
lated Chinese law. China’s nation- 
al law stipulates that every child 
has the right to nine years of com- 
pulsory education. So I think we 
should not support her decision. 

We do have this law, but we 
do not have a law about how to 
punish those people who deprive 
children of their rights to an ed- 
ucation. So I think we should fix 
the legal system. 

But I just want to point out 
that according to the law, a pri- 
mary school might not have the 
legal right to expel a student. 


employment. This gives the 
managers great flexibility, 
enabling them to parcel out 
the extra hours to fill in 
the schedule or reward favored 
employees. 

Wal-Mart’s competitive 
strategy has generated a howl 
of outrage from the unions, 
from small business and from 
those communities that see the 
company’s “everyday low prices” 
as a threat to main street 
vibrancy. The recent “site-fights” 
in California and Chicago may 
well signal the start of an 
era in which the Wal-Mart 
corporation’s template is subject 
to much greater political 
challenge and constraint. Our 
challenge is to channel this 
wave of politicized hostility into 
a union-led coalition that can 
begin to transform the nature of 
work at Wal-Mart. 

An official at Nanjing Federation 
of Trade Unions: Trade unions 
are welcomed by some foreign 
companies in China 

Wal-Mart might have 
perceived Chinese trade unions 
within the framework of what 
it knows about Western unions. 
Actually, the starting point of 
Chinese trade unions is different 
from those of Western ones. 
There are four basic functions of 
Chinese trade unions: to boost 
the development of the business 
and in turn that of the economy 
and so the broader society; to 
educate employees to improve 
their professional quality and 
personal character; to get 
employees involved in the 
decision-making process from 
business to government level, 
and to protect the rights of 
employees. The main purpose 
of the unions is not to fight 
the employer in the interests 
of employees — like some 
Western unions do — but to 
protect employees’ rights while 
contributing to the development 
of the company in the first 
place. In Nanjing, many foreign 
companies that have set up 
unions, including Carrefour and 
Hilton, are grateful to those 
unions. 

Du Yang, researcher at the 
Institute of Population and Labor 
Economics of Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences: A trade union 
is not the only way to protect 
employee rights 

I recently went to Guangdong 
Province to investigate and 
found that trade unions in 
foreign companies or joint 
ventures there actually do not 
involve themselves in crucial 
issues of labor relations like 
setting wages and working 
hours, which are regulated by 
the relevant laws of China and 
can be more effectively dealt 
with by government and labor 
law enforcement agencies. A 
trade union is important but 
not the only way to protect 
the rights of labor. In many 
cases, the government can play 
an important role in such 
protection. 

Lei Rong, former employee at 
the Wal-Mart Supercenter in 
Kunming: Wal-Mart employees 
live well without a union 

From the legal perspective, 

I think Wal-Mart in China 
should permit the 
establishment of trade unions. 
But from a personal 
perspective, I don’t think 
whether or not there is union 
at the company makes much 
difference to me. When I 
worked there, I signed a 
contract with Wal-Mart and 
I was given a copy of that 
contract. All of my rights 
including the salary, promotion 
and welfare were stated in 
the contract, and with it in 
hand, I had evidence to claim 
my rights if they were not 
met. In contrast, in many 
other companies, be they state 
or private, employees are not 
handed a labor contract. By my 
experience, Wal-Mart does a 
better job protecting employee 
rights and adhering to laws 
than many other companies. 





iPROBEs 


IEUING TODAY 


OCTOBER 29, 2004 



E-mail: sunming@ynet.com 


EDITORS: SUN MING DONG NAN DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


No Room at the Inn 

Why do cheap city guesthouses refuse to let foreigners stay? 



Caijia Diyi Hotel in Qianmen, does not accommodate foreigners 


Photo by Li Shuzhuan 


By Liu Zhaoxi 

J im Copling, an American 
college student who trav- 
eled to Beijing during Na- 
tional Day Holiday, found himself 
in trouble trying to find a place 
to stay the first night he arrived. 

Trying to find a standard room 
under 200 yuan, he did not want 
to pay more than 300 yuan at a 
three-star hotel. But the cheaper 
places told him that they did not 
accept foreigners. 

Finally Copling found a room 
under 200 yuan that accepted 
foreigners. Or rather not. When 
he went there, the clerk at the 
front desk still refused to let him 
check in as the “computer check- 
in system at this hotel does not 
permit information of a foreign 
passport to be typed in”. It was 
later than 9pm and finally the 
hotel let Copling in after his Chi- 
nese friends, who accompanied 
him there, left their own person- 
al information at the front desk. 

All this fuss is not supposed 
to happen because starting Oc- 
tober 1, 2003, Beijing no longer 
has the so-called “designated ho- 
tel for foreigners”, and any lodg- 
ing facility that is a qualified 
business, regardless of scale or 
installation, is permited to accept 
foreigners as costumers, accord- 
ing to an announcement issued 
by the Beijing Municipal Public 
Security Bureau. 

Before 2003, guesthouse must 
pass examination and approval, 
before becoming “designated hotel 
for foeigners”. Not now. 

The purpose of the policy was 
to increase the number of rooms 
to accommodate the influx of 
foreigners coming to China who 
could only stay at designated ho- 
tels over the past two decades. 
So why are there still hotels say- 
ing “no” to foreigners? 

To answer this question, 
Beijing Today conducted an in- 
vestigation, which started with 
a survey, by phone and visit, to 
find out what hotels do not take 
customers from overseas. 

What hotels fefuse foreigners? 

More than 60 randomly 
selected hotels were surveyed 
by the reporter. Among hotels 
ranked from one to five stars, 10 
from each level were surveyed, 
as well as 10 hotels without 
star ranking. Of the 50 hotels 
ranked with stars, only one one- 
star and one two-star hotel said 
they can’t accept foreigners. By 
contrast, of the 10 hotels with- 
out any star assigned, only two 
said they accepted foreigners. 

According to the survey, it 
seems safe to say that most star- 
ranked hotels accept guests from 
overseas. As a matter of fact, 
most were already designated 
hotels for foreigners before Octo- 
ber 2003, sources at Beijing Mu- 
nicipal Bureau of Tourism told 
Beijing Today. 

Those who say “no” to for- 
eigners are mostly non-star ho- 


tels that are generally smaller, 
with inferior facilities and a low- 
er standard of service than star- 
ranked. But they are cheaper 
too. For a standard room, almost 
without exception it will cost 
more than 200 yuan a night at 
a star-ranked hotel. Chances are 
much better for it to be under 200 
yuan in a non-star lodging. The 
hotel where Jim Copling stayed 
that night was not star-ranked 
and cost him 190 yuan. 

Price matters to foreign vis- 
itors, too: especially backpack- 
ers. “They always try to stay in 
the cheapest hotel they can find,” 


explained Moshe Cohen, an Is- 
raeli. Several foreign visitors in- 
terviewed for this story — from 
New Zealand, France and Swe- 
den — some appearing to be 
backpackers, told Beijing Today 
they would prefer a place cost- 
ing less than 100 yuan a night. 
For Copling, however, it’s about 
choice, not money. 

This was not the first time for 
Copling. “Every time, without ex- 
ception, when I try to stay at a 
hotel, it always takes a Chinese 
person,” he said. Such incidents 
of apparent discrimination harm 
China’s reputation in the eyes of 


foreigners. “When someone like 
myself cannot get into a hotel 
that gives me a very negative 
feeling about China,” he said. “I 
feel like they don’t trust me and 
they don’t have anything to base 
that on.” In addition, as an Amer- 
ican, he said he appreciated the 
freedom to choose to stay wher- 
ever he wanted, as long as he 
could pay. 

So what prevents smaller ho- 
tels from accepting foreigners? 
Why refuse foreigners? 

The first excuse is a “techni- 
cal problem”: several hotels told 
Beijing Today they can’t permit 


foreigners to stay because they 
don’t have a computer check-in 
system for recording information 
from a foreign ID card. 

At the hotels that accept for- 
eigners, Beijing Today saw two 
different check-in forms: domes- 
tic or overseas guest. The two 
systems have different formats 
and items to be filled. For foreign 
guests, for example, visa and en- 
try information is required. In 
the case of hotels that cannot ac- 
cept foreigners, there is only the 
domestic guest check-in form at 
reception. Chinese law requires 
Beijing hotels record the extra 
information for foreign guests. 

The division of the Exit-En- 
try Administration of the Beijing 
Municipal Public Security Bu- 
reau is responsible for the 
check-in system for foreign ID 
information. Zhang Darong, an 
official with the administration 
told Beijing Today that since Oc- 
tober 1, 2003, any legal hotel 
could have this system set up as 
long as it registers with the ad- 
ministration. The administration 
will then give training to hotel 
staff on how to read and record 
information from foreign IDs. 

That is to say, although the 
procedure for examination and 
approval is no longer required, 
hotels must still register with 
the government for foreigners to 
be allowed to stay. 

Professor Liu Deqian, vice-di- 
rector of the Tourism Research 
Center at the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences, dubbed the 
change from the examination- 
approval procedure to registra- 
tion “progress”. 

But in Beijing Today’s in- 
terview, many hotels, including 
those refusing foreigners, are 
aware of the new policy. The prob- 
lem is that some did not register 
with the administration. Why? 
Here are the main reasons of- 
fered to Beijing Today. 

“We don’t have anybody who 
can speak a foreign language,” said 
a member of staff at the Cui Wei 
Yuan Hotel. ‘We won’t be able to 
communicate with foreign guests.” 
Such an explanation was also men- 
tioned at several other hotels. 

“Our condition is not good 
enough” is another frequently 
heard reason for not accepting 
guests from overseas. For many 
hotels located within narrow 
alleys, their internal and exter- 
nal environment obviously are 
not comparable with some star- 
ranked hotel buildings surround- 
ed by trees and gardens. Not to 
mention that in the perception 
of many Chinese people, includ- 
ing those who run small hotels, 
people from overseas, especially 
those from developed countries, 
are used to higher standards, 
which hotels deem themselves 
unable to provide. 

But the plain fact remains some 
hotels simply don’t bother to regis- 
ter. “There is paperwork involved 


in registration. I think it is trou- 
blesome,” Shi Zhengmei, a small 
hotel manager, told Beijing Today. 

Yesterday and tomorrow 

In China, the policy of “des- 
ignated hotel for foreigners” was 
first conceived and carried out 
in Beijing in the early stages of 
China’s reform and opening-up in 
the late 1970s, Liu Deqian told 
Beijing Today. After the Cultural 
Revolution, China’s economy and 
society at that time were still 
in recovery from severe damage. 
Whether or not hotels then were 
qualified to accommodate the ear- 
ly wave of foreign visitors became 
an issue. Indeed, there were many 
problems with the lodging indus- 
try at that time, including facili- 
ties, service quality and security. 
To make sure foreign guests could 
obtain satisfactory service and 
their needs could be sufficiently 
met, Beijing government imple- 
mented this policy. 

“This was very positive and 
suitable to the reality of the tour- 
ism industry at that time,” Liu 
said. The policy was soon pop- 
ularized throughout China and 
helped improve the service qual- 
ity of the industry. 

A few decades later, China has 
changed. More foreigners come 
to China to travel and do busi- 
ness, and more hotels meet their 
standards. With market reform, 
it is no longer appropriate for the 
government to decide which ho- 
tels are or are not qualified to ac- 
commodate foreign guests. 

“Depending on an authority 
to determine this question is not 
fair market competition,” Gao 
Su, an associate professor of the 
Institute of Tourism at Beijing 
Union University told Beijing To- 
day. He also said that since Chi- 
na has already taken the route 
of opening to the outside world, 
Chinese people ought to have 
more contact with foreigners, and 
“it won’t hurt to let foreigners 
have more freedom in China.” 

In a sense, the change of poli- 
cy for designated hotels embodies 
a historic transformation going 
on within Chinese society. The 
policy came into being as a result 
of certain historical circumstanc- 
es. “It stood the test of history, 
accomplished its task, and now 
it retreats from the historical 
stage,” Liu said. 

But the new historical stage has 
not yet arrived completely. Zhang 
Darong said she could not say how 
many hotels had registered to ac- 
commodate foreigners in Beijing. 
But it seems to be the case that 
a large chunk of the thousands of 
hotels and gueshouses in Beijing 
are not ready to accept foreigners, 
mainly due to the hotels’ own 
decision. There is no doubt prog- 
ress has been achieved and in the 
end, the market is very likely to 
push the smaller guesthouses into 
improving standards and quality, 
says Gao Su. “Still, there is a long 
way to go,” he admits. 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour. Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 81 1 or Te 6 and get off at Renming Daxue stop. 
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Money Grows on Trees? 

Get-rich-quick schemes promise spectacular profits 


Withered trees planted by Wanli Forest Company 


By Dong Nan/ Zhou Ying 

Chinese professional football 
faces an unprecedented crisis 
after a series of pullouts from 
matches by football clubs and 
cancelled meetings with officials 
of the China Football Associa- 
tion (CFA). The crisis appeared 
to peak this week. 

A critical meeting of all foot- 
ball club investors and CFA of- 
ficials was held on Tuesday. 

The CFA promised to reform 
the Chinese Super League by 
establishing a working party in 
early November. 

Yan Shiduo, CFA vice pres- 
ident, pledged at the meeting 
that the CFA will open its books 
for all clubs to see this year. 

“I accept the decision of CFA,” 
said Xu Ming, owner of Dalian 
Shide football club. “Although it 
is not very satisfying, I under- 
stand reform should come step 
by step.” 

The CFA announced at the 
press conference after the meet- 
ing that they had agreed to 
end relegation, but that the rest 
of the season will continue as 
scheduled out of respect for foot- 
ball fans. 

After the meeting, the CFA 
released a statement reiterating 
that clubs seeking to withdraw 
from matches will be severely 
punished. 

Previously, clubs had threat- 
ened to withdraw if the CFA re- 
fused to postpone the rest of the 
season. Three clubs in partic- 
ular - Dalian, Shenzhen and 
Beijing - are still threatening 
to not play. 

“Those clubs that refuse to 
play remain entirely responsi- 
ble for their actions,” according 
to a press release the CFA faxed 
to Beijing Today at presstime 
last night. 

Thus whether or not the sea- 
son will ever finish remains an 
open question. 

Two Shanghai teams on 
Tuesday gave two totally differ- 
ent answers. 

Shenhua FC boss Dai Chun- 
hua told Oriental Sport Daily 
after the press conference that 
his team would submit to the 
CFA decision. “We are ready for 
the next match, and we will not 
change our plan,” he said. 

But Shanghai Guoji manag- 
er Cheng Yaodong had other 
ideas. “I personally believe that 
there is no other choice but to 


In response to the accusation 
and doubts raised by the media, 
Chen Xianggui says on the com- 
pany website: “We did not cheat 
our investors”. 

In the statement, Wanli says it 
had invited Wang Haiyun as their 
lawyer to sue newspapers such as 
the Xiang Bao for 8 million yuan 
compensation in Tongliao Interme- 
diate People’s Court, Inner Mongo- 
lia last Tuesday. 

He Qingkui acknowledges his 
honest public image is a key entice- 
ment for investors to buy up forest. 

In an interview with the North- 
eastern News Net, He admitted 
the photo of Chen and Zhu was 
doctored by computer, but intrigu- 
ingly, added it was not a fake. 

“Honesty is my life,” he said. 
“But I don’t want to stay in Jilin 
anymore. I will transfer my hukou 
(residency card) soon.” He asked in- 
vestors to trust him and he would 
be responsible for their interests. 

But the risk of 90,000 fast- 
growing poplars is too much for 
one tubby funnyman to bear. 
Forest companies 

According to an investigation 
by the Beijing Today , there are 
about 30 forest companies in 
Beijing and almost all of them use 
the same technique to draw in- 
vestors: high profits and famous 
people in their advertisement. 

For example, the pamphlet for 
the Extensive Forest Company 
tells investors that the price of the 
timber, with a diameter of 30 centi- 
meters in 2010, will be 1,100 yuan 
per cubic meter. That is much high- 
er, and much less reliable, than the 
Wanli wonder pamphlet. 

These companies understand ex- 
actly how officials and stars boost 
investor confidence. Movie star Ge 
You can be seen every day after 
the CCTV Evening News promot- 
ing Extensive Forest Company, the 
most expensive commercial on air. 

Another company, Beijing 
East Forest Technology Develop- 
ment Company, invites retired 
forestry experts and officials as 
their consultants to reinforce in- 
vestor confidence. 

A Beijing East Forest Tech- 
nology Development sales rep, 
who declined to give his name, 
told Beijing Today that no mat- 
ter what the papers say, he be- 
lieved in seven years, he would 
see flourishing woods. 

“You’ll regret it if you don’t in- 
vest now. Anyway, you will have 
your own forest in seven years.” 


By Wang Fang 

A website slogan woos in- 
vestors to buy up forest 
in Inner Mongolia with a 
heady promise: “Invest 100,000 
yuan now and receive 160,000 
yuan in pure profit in seven 
years.” 

But forestry bureau officials 
and local media are piling doubt 
on the promises of the Wanli For- 
est Company, using tree knowl- 
edge, maths and more maths. 

A Wanli Forest Company pam- 
phlet says their patented fast- 
growing poplar will turn into 
useful timber within seven years 
and at that time, the growers 
will gain about 15-30 cubic me- 
ters of wood from 66 trees in an 
area of 1 mu (0.16 of an acre) 
Timber today fetches about 
500-600 yuan a cubic meter, the 
pamphlet alleges, and thus the 
profit from each mu is guaranteed 
to be at least 7,500 yuan. With 
an investment of 2,000 yuan-3,000 
yuan for each mu, that’s still a 
whopping 20-50 percent profit: 10 
times the current interest rate at 
your local Chinese bank. 

Promised such unlikely profits, 
investors can’t help but wonder if 
the risk is too high. Wanli says 
nope. The company explains on its 
website that it will maintain the 
high-yield forest and guarantees 
the final timber output. Further- 
more, the price of the timber will 
almost certainly be higher in the 
near future. Thus, the company 
says it will buy back the timber 
from investors. 

The plan, as presented, is flaw- 


less. 

“As long as you give me the 
money, you won’t worry about any- 
thing but counting your money in 
seven years,” a sales rep from Wan- 
li told the Beijing Today. 

Fairy tale figures 

But Wang Tiecheng, a forestry 
engineer from the Beijing Forest 
Institute told the Beijing Morning 
Post the data provided by Wanli 
was not accurate, and the prom- 
ised profit? Totally unreliable. 

Wang says the average diame- 
ter of a tree is the usual measure 
for understanding the final volume 
of timber. He claims a one mu area 
can hold, at most, 40 trees, and 
that not all those trees can possi- 
bly reach the portended “average” 
diameter of 28 centimeters. 

Wang maintains it is thus al- 
most impossible for the company 
to grow 66 trees in the same area 
and achieve a 28-cm average di- 
ameter described in the pamphlet. 

Instead, he predicts the aver- 
age diameter of a fast-growing 
poplar planted to be much shorter 
than 28 centimeters. A poplar with 
a 28-centimeter diameter can pro- 
duce 0.6 cubic meters of timber. 
But Wang’s “more realistic” aver- 
age of 21 centimeters produces at 
most only 0.3 cubic meters. 

Wang’s maths continues to 
make mulch out of the pamphlet: 
Hongshi Lumberyard in Jilin Prov- 
ince promises only 420 yuan — 
not 500 yuan — a cubic meter 
on a 28-centimeter diameter pop- 
lar. If Wang’s right, then the aver- 
age diameter of the trees planted 
by Wanli will prove well short of 


‘Anarchy’ in the CFA 


Authority promises reform after club, media and fan protests 


28 centimeters. Thus, after seven 
years, investors will get back only 
5,000 yuan for each mu. Deducting 
the 2,000-3,000 yuan capital, prof- 
its prove much smaller than those 
envisioned on the pamphlet. 

Wang Qishun, boss of (Sen- 
gong Group) Forestry Business 
Operation, a state forestry devel- 
opment company in Jilin told the 
Xiang Bao , a Jilin-based news- 
paper: “It’s a fairy tale to obtain 
so much profit from a fast-grow- 
ing poplar in seven years”. 

As manager of the most prof- 
itable fast-growing poplar woods 
in the northeast China, he ought 
to know: the profits from his com- 
pany’s mu is only 5,000 yuan. 

After 15 years. 

‘I demand an apology’ 

Wanli knows they need help 
from celebrities and officials in 
selling forest. 

Thus the smiling faces of com- 
edy screenwriter He Qingkui and 
TV star Gao Xiumin appear on 
the website and in pamphlets. 
They are vice presidents. 

Wanli president Chen Xiang- 
gui even showed up as a support- 
ing character on He’s TV soap, 
“Liu Laogen”. 

Besides inviting celebrities to 
promote sales, Wanli also demon- 


strates in their pamphlets that 
they enjoy government support. 
An investor, who declined to give 
her name, told Beijing Today that 
the picture of Chen Xianggui 
alongside Zhu Lieke, vice-direc- 
tor of the State Forestry Bureau 
made her buy her 10 mu. “The 
picture convinced me that their 
business was state supported.” 

And she’s right. Kind of. In 
June 2003, the Chinese Commu- 
nist Party Central Committee and 
the State Council jointly issued 
“Decision on Improving Forestry 
Development”, the so-called “No.9 
Document”, which encourages pri- 
vate forestry development. 

But it does not mean the State 
backs an investor’s financial risk. 
For example, investors who ob- 
tain a forestry-right certificate 
can only plant trees in the pre- 
scribed plot. That means if one 
day, the price of timber tumbles, 
investors cannot do anything else 
with the land. 

Outraged forestry bureau boss 
Zhu told Xiang Bao: “I don’t re- 
member either Chen Xianggui or 
the Wanli Forest Company. I de- 
mand they apologize.” 

Ma Dayi, chief of the general of- 
fice of the State Forestry Bureau, 
says he heard a phone call from 
Chen Xianggui on October 20, ad- 
mitting the photo was a fraud. 

‘We did not cheat our investors’ 


postpone the season, although 
nobody is pleased to see that 
happen.” 

What started all this? 

Fan anger has clearly 
reached boiling point with the 
CFA. But it was Beijing Hyun- 
dai’s walkout from a Super 
League match on October 2 
against Shenyang Jinde after 
what they described as “unfair 
treatment by the referee,” that 
triggered the crisis. 

After that, the club was 
docked three points from its 
league standing and the refer- 
ee, Zhou Weixin, was suspended 
for the rest of the season. 

To make matters worse, the 
China national football team 
lost to Kuwait 0-1 in World Cup 
qualifying match on Wednes- 
day. The defeat dropped China 
into second place below Kuwait 
in the group, making it hard for 
China to make the next round. 
More withdrawals 

Following Beijing Hyundai’s 
example, there were more walk- 
outs and conflicts last weekend. 
The match between seven-time 
league champions Dalian and 
Shenyang Jinde was abandoned 
after half an hour. The home 
side, Dalian Shide, was leading 
the game 2-1 when Jinde’s Chen 
Tao equalized under controver- 
sial circumstances in the 85th 
minute. 

Dalian claimed that Chen 
had handled the ball and refer- 
ee Yang Zhiqiang had ignored 
it deliberately. They refused to 
continue for 35 minutes, then 
Yang suspended the match. 

After that, Dalian claimed 
what they did could not be called 
a “withdrawal” as the team 
did not leave the pitch. But 
the CFA decided that Dalian 
had made a deliberate with- 
drawal and sought to punish 
them even more severely than 
Beijing Hyundai. 

The CFA announced its fi- 
nal decision on Wednesday. It 
awarded Shenyang Jinde a 3-0 


Yan Shiduo, center, CFA vice president, refuses to postpone the season at the 
meeting on Tuesday. A fan (left) offers his opinion. Photo by Wei Tong 


victory in the abandoned match, 
docked Dalian six points and 
fined the club 300,000 yuan. Lin 
Lefen, general manager of Da- 
lian Shide, was banned from at- 
tending league matches for one 
year. This made it almost im- 
possible for Dalian Shide to win 
the Super League Champion- 
ship this season. 

Soon after the decision, Lin 
announced it was unacceptable, 
and Dalian Shide would appeal 
to the principal committee of 
the CFA. 

But Dalian’s was not the 
only troubled match. On the 
same day, Liaoning Zhongyu 
were winning 2-1 against 
Shanghai Guoji in Shenyang. 
Then in the 89th minute, 
Shanghai Guoji’s Wu Chen- 
gying shot at goal to score 
an apparent equalizer, which 
was promptly ruled offside 
by the referee’s assistant and 
the referee Feng Wenqiang. 
The Shanghai Guoji players 
walked off the pitch. And Feng 
whistled the match over. 


“In fact, we meant to with- 
draw from the match at that 
time,” said Wu Bing, assistant 
coach of Shanghai Guoji to me- 
dia after the match. “How could 
we continue under such an un- 
fair referee?” 

But Wang Guolin, general 
manager of Shanghai Guoji, de- 
nied this later. He said the team 
members had been too angry 
about the result. Wang added 
it was unfair for the referee to 
whistle the match over, since at 
that time, there was still one 
minute left. 

Finally in a match between 
Beijing Hyundai and Tianjin 
Masterkong in Tianjin, Master- 
kong’s Wang Xiao received a 
second booking and automatic 
red card. 

But Tianjin fans threw 
things on the pitch in protest 
and referee Li Fuchang was 
left with blood on his face. The 
match had to be halted for 
nine minutes. Tianjin Master- 
kong eventually won the game 
with 3-0. 


Club investors want action 

After a series of on-field 
conflicts, investors backing the 
seven clubs — Dalian Shide, 
Beijing Guoan club (owners 
of Hyundai), Shenzhen Ji- 
anlibao, Liaoning Zhongyu, 
Shanghai Zhongyuan, Qin- 
gdao Yizhong and Sichuan 
Guancheng - had written sev- 
en open letters to the CFA, 
the General Administration of 
Sports of China and fans, call- 
ing for reform, particularly in 
management and finance. 

They had demanded the CFA 
issue a financial report this 
year. They had also demanded 
no relegation from the 12-club 
Super League matches this sea- 
son and a postponement of the 
rest of the season. 

“The environment of Super 
League matches is terrible 
now and fairness cannot be 
assured,” according to one of 
the letters. 

A meeting of 14 presidents of 
provincial football associations 
was held on Monday, the day 
before the critical CFA meeting. 
The presidents announced that 
they demanded overhaul of the 
CFA structure and that they 
were generally agreed on stop- 
ping relegation from the Super 
League this season. 

A series of 13 documents, re- 
leased by Dalian’s Xu Ming, on 
October 17 supplied the meet- 
ing agenda. 

The documents proposed 
steps to bring stability to the 
league, including opening up 
CFA financial reports from the 
last 10 years, setting up a 
body for the club representa- 
tives and stopping relegation 
this season. 

CFA Vice President Yang 
Yimin applauded Xu’s sugges- 
tions on Tuesday. 

“I will support these reform 
suggestions, definitely,” said Yang. 
‘We hope for more beneficial sug- 
gestions from clubs and need time 
to discuss them carefully.” 


A billboard advertisement featuring Chen Xianggui and 

Photo by Photocome 
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By Hester Xu and Yan Zhang 

Y ongdingmen, the 
Gate of Eternal Se- 
renity, once again 
stands guard over 
south Beijing. Re- 
built recently to match its orig- 
inal grandeur - even re-using 
original bricks in original plac- 
es - the restored gate tower has 
drawn attention to a 75-year- 
old retiree from the Beijing 
Film Studio. 

Zhang Xiade painted Yong- 
dingmen 40 years ago and thus 
made an invaluable contribution 
to the restoration of this mag- 
nificent gate tower. His research 
on city gates has enriched the 
city’s cultural inheritance. Sit- 
ting in his dimly-lit study, with 
three sides of the wall entirely 
occupied by heavy bookshelves, 
he looks no different to any oth- 
er Chinese intellectual. 

But Zhang’s eyes glitter as 
he unpacks two long flat car- 
tons, one containing his land- 
scape paintings and the other, his 
original pictures of the city wall 
and gate towers. There can be no 
doubt he captured something of 
old Beijing with his brush. 

A consultant to the Beijing 
Bureau of Cultural Relics and 
one of the leading experts on the 
capital city wall, Zhang still re- 
ceives visitors both from home 
and abroad, including Beijing 
Today. 

Apprentice to art school 

Born to an affluent capital 
city family in 1929, Zhang says 
he led a carefree childhood, in- 
terested in the ancient curios 
and paintings of the great mas- 
ters that only prominent fami- 
lies could afford. 

But his family’s fortunes took 
a tumble during the Anti-Japa- 
nese War (1937-1945). As Zhang 
entered the first grade in middle 
school at age 11, the family 
couldn’t afford his tuition. In- 
stead, he was sent to Tianjin to 
become an apprentice. 

Accustomed to alleys, Chi- 
nese courtyards, grey city walls 
and the lofty gate towers of 
old Beijing, Zhang didn’t much 
care for modern Tianjin with its 
crisscrossing roads and western 
style buildings. The childhood 
hutong (alleys) of Beijing haunt- 
ed his dreams. 

Zhang returned to his home 
city only three times in the next 
six years. He worked in a small 
shop and then entered the larg- 
est department store in Tianjin 
owned by a famous local entre- 
preneur. 

The life of an apprentice 
wasn’t easy, but Zhang was able 
to read newspapers at the de- 
partment store as a means to 
self-education. 

In 1945, Zhang’s cousin, Zhang 
Xianda, a former fighter pilot 
for the Guomindang, returned to 
Beijing. 

Unhappy to see Zhang work- 
ing as an apprentice, he suggest- 
ed that he would support Zhang 
at college if he wanted. Zhang 
studied for the college examina- 
tions while working at the de- 
partment store. 

Remembering the curios and 
paintings of his home life as a 
child, Zhang had developed a 
passion for archaeology and the 
fine arts. In 1947, Zhang was 
admitted to the National Fine 
Arts College. Even today, Zhang 
still can’t hide his excitement: 
“The names of the admitted stu- 
dents were to be listed in New 
Life Daily in Beijing, but in 
Tianjin, I had to wait until 4 pm 
to read the paper. 

“It was just by pure chance 
that a board member of the de- 
partment store coming to our 
shop that morning already had 
the paper. I remember as soon 
as he went out, he left the pa- 
per on his sofa and I pounced on 
the paper to see if my name was 
there!” 

Art designer in film studio 

Zhang went on to study un- 
der the greatest painters of that 
time. Unable to afford expensive 
oil colors, Zhang had to switch to 
the Department of Applied Fine 
Arts. In 1950, he graduated a 
year early with distinction and 
was assigned to work as an art 
designer in the newly founded 
Beijing Film Studio. 

As an apprentice to chief set 
designer Qin Wei and then as 
chief set designer himself, Zhang 
worked with many camera crews 




Above: Yongdingmen 
Right: Di’anmen 
Below: Heyimen 

Pictures by Zhang Xiade 
Photo hy Yan Zhang 



on some of the best movies pro- 
duced by the studio. 

But set decoration could nev- 
er match his passion for painting 
landscapes and reading maga- 
zines about archeology and cul- 
tural relics. 

Carrying a soft green shoulder 
bag, containing a small pad, an 
iron eisel, some watercolors and 
brushes, Zhang painted whatev- 
er scenery he encountered on lo- 
cation with the camera crew. 
Guardian of the city wall 

Zhang said he had never real- 
ly planned to paint the city wall 
and gate towers. Events overtook 
him in 1952. After hearing that 
Di’anmen Gate was going to be 
demolished in 1952, he went 


to the gate and spent three 
hours painting a watercolor land- 
scape. After that, he managed to 
paint pictures of all the gates of 
Beijing before they were eventu- 
ally pulled down. 

He was especially thankful to 
mentor Qin Wei, who often took 
him to paint the city walls and 
gates together. With inside infor- 
mation from Ouyang Hongying, 
Qin Wei’s wife, who worked in 
the State Council, Zhang would 
race out to paint a gate before 
the trucks arrived. 

The last painting of his city 
wall collection came in 1968 
when construction peaked on the 
Number 1 subway line that de- 
molished the wall. 

One day, Zhang’s wife, whose 
company was located beside Xi- 
zhimen, told him that an ancient 
gate - Heyimen - built during 
the Yuan Dynasty (1279-1368) 
had been discovered inside the 
gate tower of Xizhimen during its 
demolition by subway line con- 
struction workers. 

This was 1968, the third year 
of the Cultural Revolution, and 
the artist Zhang was under con- 
stant supervision at the studio. 
He knew only too well that a vis- 
it was out of the question. But 
a chance came quite unexpect- 


edly: everyone in the studio was 
ordered to go to a patriotic exhi- 
bition of a captured Soviet tank 
from a border conflict in Zhenba- 
odao Island. 

Best of all, the visit was un- 
accompanied. Zhang immediate- 
ly bicycled to Xizhimen to see 
Heyimen on his way to the ex- 
hibition. Then after visiting the 
tank, Zhang went back again and 
made a quick sketch of the gate 
on a small piece of paper. 

A few years later, he did a wa- 
tercolour based on the sketch. 
Today this painting is among a 
few treasured historical records 
left of Heyimen along with a 
few photos taken by archeolo- 
gists from the Bureau of Cul- 


tural Relics. 

Time Machine 

Besides painting real scenery, 
some of Zhang’s paintings are 
created from an artistic combi- 
nation of historical photos and 
his imagination. A painting of 
Donghuamen represents a mas- 
terpiece of such ingenuity. 

The gate was burnt down in 
1911 without any photographic 
record. 

But when Zhang saw a photo 
from an old newspaper showing 
only the roof of the gate with 
most of the lower part blocked 
out of view by a large crowd of 
people, he was able to paint a 
picture of the whole gate. 

“I used my imagination to fill 
in the lower part, the street in 
front of the gate and the stores 
opposite,” says Zhang. 

Many years later, an old 
Chinese woman returning from 
abroad saw the painting and ex- 
claimed: “This is the place where 
I lived as a child. It’s exactly the 
same!” His paintings of city walls 
drew attention overseas, exhibit- 
ing in Japan. 

‘Amateur’ defeats experts 

“To stay bodily in Cao Cao’s 
camp, while the heart belongs to 
the Han Dynasty”: Zhang quotes 
the old Chinese saying from the 


Three Kingdoms - meaning to 
work one job while longing for 
another - to describe his work on 
archeology. 

Although he admires arche- 
ologists and admits he cannot 
match their expertise, he is also 
proud of his own ‘amateur’ tal- 
ents. 

In 1974, Zhang was invited to 
work at the Bureau of Cultural 
Relics. His first assignment was 
to categorize unearthed artefacts 
in Dabaotai Han Mausoleum in 
the suburbs of Beijing. 

One day, taking pictures of 
Chinese characters found inside 
a coffin, he suddenly caught 
sight of a small round object 
on the wooden wall of the tomb 
chamber. 

He picked it up and examined 
it closely. Among the cracks on 
the surface were several Chinese 
characters representing the title 
of an emperor’s reign. 

He had no idea at the time of 
the importance of his discovery. 
Although the mausoleum had 
already been identified as be- 
longing to one of the lords of the 
Han Dynasty (206BC-220AD), 
no one was sure which lord. 
Zhang’s finding reversed a pre- 
vailing belief and provided the 
only clue to the true identifica- 
tion of the mausoleum. Zhang 
says colleagues began to see 
him in a new light and joked 
that “an amateur has beaten all 
the experts.” 

Zhang’s expertise was again 
put to the test in 1975 when 
a rare bronze ax with an iron 
blade was unearthed in the 
3,300-year-old Liujiahe Tomb of 
the Shang Dynasty (17th cen- 
tury BC - 11th century BC) 
in Fangshan District, Beijing. 
Many of the leading experts as- 
sumed the iron used on the ax 
was produced artificially. 

But Zhang believed the iron 
came from a meteor, and sent 
the ax to be analyzed in an 
atomic energy research institute 
where his sister Zhang Xianlu 
worked. His theory was proved 
right by analysis. 

Shortly after that, he pub- 
lished his first thesis “Examina- 
tion of Liujiahe Bronze Ax with 
Iron Blade Discovered in Ping- 
gu County”. 

In 1979, having worked six 
years at the beloved bureau and 
written more than 40 theses, 
Zhang reluctantly returned to 
Beijing Film Studio to take a 
professional exam, the required 
practice in state companies in 
China and the product of a 
planned economy. 
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By Peng Juan 

A joint team of researchers from Japan and Mon- 
golia announced earlier this month that they have 
uncovered the remains of what may be the mauso- 
leum of Genghis Khan (1167-1227) on a Mongolian 
steppe 250 kilometers east of Ulan Bator, capital of 
Mongolia. 

If the team succeeds in unearthing the tomb of the 
great conqueror, the find will rank as one of the great- 
est archaeological discoveries of the century, experts 
say, comparable to the unearthing of the lost city of 
Troy and Tutankhamen’s tomb. 

Clues to an underground secret 

The underground complex is at a site called Avra- 
ga, near Delgerhaan village in Hentiy Province, Mon- 
golia. The whole archeological area extends 1,200 
meters from east to west and 500 meters from north 
to south. The location and scale correspond with his- 
torical documents from China and Persia relating to 
the mausoleum of Genghis Khan. 

The site of a shrine found on the steppe dates back 
to between the 13th and 15th centuries. Below the 
shrine is a stone foundation measuring 11 by 11 me- 
ters, which is believed to be part of the original foun- 
dation of a mausoleum. Around the base researchers 
have dug four pits, each measuring about 1.5 meters 
in diameter, which contain charred bones and ashes 
of horses, sheep and other animals. 

According to historical texts, when a Mongolian 
monarch died, officials conducted a ritual in which 
horses, sheep, horse milk, alcohol and silk fabric were 
put into a hole and burned every day over a period of 
three years. Further radar scanning of the area sug- 
gests there are more than one hundred similar pits at 
the site. 

Within a scope of 11 meters around the square 
base, cornerstones and holes for pillars were found 
near the center of the shrine remains, with no tiles 
or bricks, from which researchers speculate that a 
square tent should have been attached to wooden col- 
umns on the site. 

Inside the shrine, there are remains of a 40-centi- 
meter-high stone wall, within which are traces of ash. 
This and the large quantities of charred horse bones 
nearby verify that sacrificial rituals were conducted 
here in ancient times, according with historical docu- 
ments that describe such memorial services to mark 
the death of Genghis Khan. 

Other unearthed articles include porcelain, ear- 
rings and bronze accessories as well as an incense 
burner bearing a dragon - the symbol of an emperor. 

According to Shinpei Kato, head of the joint 
research team and professor emeritus at Tokyo’s 
Kokugakuin University, the discovery could “pin- 
point the long sought after tomb of Genghis Khan, 
which is probably located within a radius of 12 kilo- 
meters from the shrine, as well as the tombs of his 
descendants.” 

Buried mystery of centuries 

The final resting place of the Great Khan has 
been one of archaeology’s enduring mysteries for 
centuries. 

Genghis Khan, or the “Khan of Khans,” is one of 
history’s greatest conquerors. He unified the Mongol 
tribes to establish the largest continuous land em- 
pire - later known as the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) 
- the world has ever seen. In a span of 20 years be- 
tween the end of the 12th and the beginning of the 
13th centuries, Genghis Khan ruled over everything 
that lay between the eastern coast of China and the 
Caspian Sea. 

In 1277, Genghis Khan, at the age of 65, attacked 
the Western Xia Kingdom (now China’s Ningxia re- 
gion) but encountered strong resistance. He died from 
injuries suffered in a fall from his horse. He was bur- 
ied secretly by his generals who went to extraordi- 
nary lengths to conceal the grave. 

Legend has it that on August 18, 1227, a huge ox- 
drawn cart carrying a yurt guarded by 800 devoted 
soldiers, carried the body of Genghis Khan into the 
remote mountains. The bodyguards killed every per- 
son encountered by the funeral procession as well as 



The Genghis Khan Mausoleum , in which articles of the ruler’s cloth- Detail of a portrait of Genghis Khan 

ing is buried, lies 185 kilometers south ofBaotou, in Inner Mongolia. 


Finding Genghis 


Searchers zero in on the long-lost tomb of the great conqueror 


;Apckaeologis+s say fkcy may be 
close to solving one oj fke wo rid s 
enduring mysteries: locating fke 
burial site of (dtengk is Kkan, one 
of tke most famous conquerors in 
ki story. 



Fragments of a white porcelain bowl with 
dragon patterns unearthed at the site. 



Members of the joint Japanese and Mongolian research team dig into the steppe 250 kilometers east of the Mon- 
golian capital, Ulan Bator. Photos provided by Pengjuan 


all the 1,000-odd workers who built the mausoleum 
and the servants who attended the funeral. After the 
Khan’s body was placed in the grave and it was cov- 
ered with earth, thousands of horses were driven back 
and forth over the site, trampling the tomb area. Lat- 
er, a forest was planted over the entire area. When the 
soldiers returned to Karakorum, the ancient Mongo- 
lian capital, they, in turn, were slaughtered by other 
soldiers so as to keep the grave site secret. 

Genghis Khan has lain undisturbed in his un- 
marked grave ever since. However a 5.5-hectare mau- 
soleum was built 185 kilometers south of Baotou in 
Inner Mongolia, in which only his clothing is buried. 
Fabled treasure 

Over the past several hundred years, the true buri- 
al site of the legendary Khan has been a source of fas- 
cination for researchers and explorers worldwide. 

All ancient burial rituals of the monarchs were 
carried out secretly in accordance with the Mon- 
golian custom, and there are no written records 
of the precise location of the mausoleum. To date, 
not one burial site of a Yuan Dynasty ruler has 
been discovered. 

If the site does turn out to contain Genghis Khan’s 
remains as the archaeologists suspect, it is likely also 
to hold the tombs of other leading members of his 
clan, including his grandson Kublai Khan, who ex- 
tended the Mongol empire into Central Asia, Russia 
and the Middle East. According to ancient texts, 13 or 
14 Khan warriors, including Genghis and Kublai, are 
buried in the same place. 

Many archeologists believe that Genghis Khan was 
buried with a fabulous treasure collected from un- 
countable Mongol conquests, which might well prove 
to be as spectacular as the terracotta warriors and 
horses unearthed in the Xi’an Qin Mausoleum. How- 
ever, not a single bejeweled dagger, nor one artifact of 
the great warrior has surfaced so far. 

“Genghis Khan conquered Eurasia and built a 
massive empire. There had to have been a great deal 
of interaction between east and west at the time, in 
terms of culture and the exchange of goods,” Shinpei 
Kato said in an interview. “If we find the items that 
were buried with him, we could write a new page for 
world history.” 

If the team does succeed in finding the tomb of the 
great conqueror, it would be an unprecedented dis- 
covery “with fabulous finds that would be enough to 
study for hundreds of years,” said Kato. 

Long awaited breakthrough 

The true burial place of Genghis Khan has re- 
mained unknown for centuries, despite the efforts of 
many expeditions that have spent many years and 
millions of dollars in a fruitless search. 

Again and again archaeologists have been forced 
to abandon their search for Khan’s grave over pro- 
tests that the excavation would disturb the “father 
of the Mongolians.” According to Mongolian tradition, 
violating ancestral tombs destroys the soul of the per- 
son buried and the protection that soul provides to 
the Mongolian people. 

In 1993, Japanese archaeologists terminated a 
search for the tomb after a poll in Ulan Bator found 
the project unpopular. The most recent failed ex- 
pedition was led by Maury A. Kravitz, a former 
commodities trader and lawyer from Chicago. The 
American-financed expedition stopped work in 2002 
after being accused by a prominent Mongolian politi- 
cian of desecrating the graves of ancient rulers. 

This year’s breakthrough was made by a joint 
team of Japanese and Mongolian researchers, in- 
cluding experts from Kokugakuin University, Ni- 
igata University and the Mongolian Academy of 
Sciences. The exploration of the Avraga site has 
been underway since 2001, using a range of ad- 
vanced technologies including radar, mine detectors 
and satellite imaging. 

The team is now waiting for permission from the 
Mongolian government to continue the archeologi- 
cal research around the site, which might be the 
door to uncovering the long buried secrets of Geng- 
his Khan. 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 b m 3 m 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

7k 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

3 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck: Restaurant 

^ 

2 A Chongwenmenwai I )ajic,Chongwcn I district 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel: 67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony; I'ood that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool,sour,sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper Sc Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant,verbally; 
and Very Good Smell,phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 65 9 1 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

AM — M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 — 2988 

COME Sc BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 
& 

5/F,Xi ndong'an Plaza, Wangfuj ing 
Da jie,Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

4SL ^1 

140 Andingdajie,Dongcheng District 
140 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

I LJ L I IN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20 °A> off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)68843 3 88-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

Ehil7:(0 1 0)688433 88-7 1 8/620 Ud 
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Hana and Alice 

Written and directed by Shun- 
ji Iwai, who created the inter- 
national success All About Lily 
Chou, Hana and Alice is a deli- 
cate comedy about two childhood 
friends who fall for the same guy 
This limited edition includes a 
bonus disc containing the short- 
er version of the main feature, 
making-of featurette, theatrical 
trailer, and TV spots. Japanese 
with Chinese and English subti- 
tles. DVD 9 



The Virgin Suicides 

A poignant story about the 
mysterious existence and death 
of five sisters living in American 
suburbia in the ‘70s. Sofia Cop- 
pola made her directorial debut 
with this film in 1999 starring 
Kirsten Dunst, Josh Hartnett, 
James Woods, and Kathleen 
Turner. Special features include 
The Making Of The Virgin Sui- 
cides featurette and photo gal- 
lery. English with French and 
Chinese subtitles. DVD 9. 



Garfield: The Movie 

Based on the cartoon strip 
about a fat and egotistical house 
cat named Garfield, the movie 
is live-action, except for Garfield 
who is computer-animated, with 
the voice of Bill Murray. English 
with English, Chinese, Spanish 
and Korean subtitles. DVD 5 



By ]acqueline Yu 

T he name of Zhang Guang- 
tian’s brand new musical, 
Feng Di Guo (Empire of 
the Wind), has a grand ring to 
it. Even more grand is Zhang’s 
claim that this is the first “real” 
Chinese musical. 

If you decide to see the play, 
go with an open mind and re- 
member that you are going to 
see a poet’s show rather than a 
commercial story-telling enter- 
tainment, which is the real point 
of attraction. 

Based on Chinese legends 
about love and hate between 
fairies and humans, the story 
tells about Feng Yu, who be- 
comes estranged from her fellow 
deities, kills herself, and is rein- 
carnated as the mother goddess 
Nuwa, who leads her human off- 
spring to the peaceful and fer- 
tile Yellow River valley. 

Facing obstructions from gods 
and monsters, she is assisted 
along the way by her devoted 
lover, Gou Mang, the god of wood 
and youth, who dies while pro- 
tecting Feng Yu and her people. 
During a battle between two 
gods, the sky breaks and Feng 
Yu feels the peace of her empire 
is threatened, so she goes to 
mend the sky. During her ab- 
sence, some ministers in the 
court organize a coup, and on 
her return, Feng Yu is executed. 

Zhang is a self-confessed hun- 
zi, or hoodlum, of Beijing’s theater 
circles, whose every production 
manages to stir up a hot debate. 

Breaking away from ste- 
reotype productions based on 
Broadway type musicals, Zhang 
says, “People are accustomed to 
musicals in which songs and 


music are supporting roles for 
acting. I believe in the opera- 
type musical, in which, music 
and songs push the whole story 
forward.” 

Another challenge is educa- 
tion - actors may specialize in 
acting, or dancing, or singing, 
but few can master all three, he 
says, implying that if the voices 
are not so operatic or the danc- 
ing lacks a little in variation, 
don’t blame those kids, whose 
average age is 24. 

Whatever may be lacking in 
the performance, there is definite- 
ly no shortage of energy. “None of 
my cast has performed in a musi- 
cal before,” Zhang said, “but their 
progress is surprising.” 

And the most surprising dis- 
covery is Liu Tianchi, who plays 
the role of Feng Yu. Liu is 
a teacher at the Central Acad- 
emy of Drama, from which she 
graduated, and has appeared in 
several of Zhang’s productions, 
including Che Guevara and oth- 
er experimental works. Liu’s full 
and strong voice is a bright point 
in the play for all the audience. 
Though her costume doesn’t re- 
flect the growth of her character 
from a teenage girl into a moth- 
er and a leader of empire, and 
she is less than convincing as 
a young girl, her portrayal of a 
strict mother and a charismatic 
empress is an unqualified suc- 
cess. 

Wang Bo, also a graduate 
from the Central Academy and 
now a member of the National 
Theater Company, plays Gou 
Mang. As a non-professional 
singer, he delivers a very pol- 
ished performance of all his 
beautiful love songs, managing 


sometimes to sound a little 
like Hong Kong pop star Jacky 
Cheung. 

The tunes and the plot are 
both simple and easy to remem- 
ber, if taken separately. But may- 
be because there is too much 
philosophical discussion and two 
many beautiful songs, the mu- 
sical as a whole lacks clarity. 
And that’s maybe why, after the 
first three free shows, many au- 
dience members stood up during 
the post-performance discussion 
and asked Zhang and the others 
the same question in a variety 
of ways, “What are you trying to 
say?” 

“If all the audience knew 
what I meant, I wouldn’t need to 
write this story. I want to awak- 
en people’s spirit and strength- 
en their personal belief, using 
the musical to recreate a fairy 
tale, a myth, in which there is a 
person like Feng Yu who has a 
totally free spirit, resists confor- 
mity, and dares to hold on to her 
dream,” is Zhang’s response. 

The magic of Empire of the 
Wind is, despite its lack of polish, 
despite it being “difficult” and de- 
spite the complaints of critics (most 
of whom consider Broadway style 
musicals to be the epitome of what 
a musical should be), having seen 
it, you just want to see it again, be- 
cause it looks so fresh. 

So go and see Empire of the 
Wind. You might just come away 
thinking - maybe Zhang is right, 
maybe this is the first real Chi- 
nese musical. 

Where: North Theatre 

When: 7:15 nightly till Novem- 
ber 5 Admission: 80 to 280 
yuan, 40 yuan for students Tel: 
6406 0175 


WORLDWIDE 



Ashlee Simpson 


SNU Gaffe Exposes 
Simpson’s Vocal Aid 

Singer Ashlee Simpson’s 
“extra help” may have been ex- 
posed when a Saturday Night 
Live audience heard her voice 
singing the wrong song while 
she held a microphone at her 
waist. 

Her record company blamed 
a computer glitch and she 
blamed her band for Sunday 
morning’s incident, which cut 
off her planned performance of 
the song Autobiography on the 
network comedy show. 

Simpson had performed her 
hit single Pieces of Me without 
incident earlier in the show. 
When she came back a second 
time, her band started playing 
Autobiography while the first 
lines of her singing Pieces of 
Me could be heard again. (AP) 



Bill Clinton 


Clinton Feels ‘Good’ as He 
Goes to Aid Kerry 

Former US president Bill 
Clinton, appearing thinner sev- 
en weeks after open heart sur- 
gery, said he feels “good” and 
wants to campaign this week to 
help John Kerry win the White 
House. 

“I feel good. My chest is nor- 
mally a little tender in the morn- 
ing. I get up and walk around. 
I feel better immediately,” the 
58-year-old Democrat said in an 
interview with ABC. 

His wife, New York Senator 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
“doesn’t want me to do too much. 
I don’t either. I want to do this. 


Senator Kerry asked me to do it 
and I want to do it.” (AFP) 
Grudge Delivers Shock at 
Box Office 

The Grudge, a low-budget 
horror movie starring Sarah 
Michelle Gellar, delivered an 
additional shock by selling $40 
million worth of tickets in its 
first three days at the North 
American box office. 

The Columbia Pictures 
project, a remake of a Jap- 
anese haunted-house thriller 
that was released in the Unit- 
ed States earlier this year, 
took over the No. 1 slot from 
the cartoon Shark Tale, which 
had been top movie for the 
past three weeks. 



Sarah Michelle Gellar 


Gellar, perhaps best-known 
for playing the title character 
in TV’s Buffy the Vampire Slay- 
er, plays an American in Tokyo 
who must outwit a ghoulish 
presence. The PG- 13-rated film 
was directed by Takashi Shi- 
mizu, who also made the orig- 
inal, Ju-On. Bruer said the 
remake cost less than $10 mil- 
lion to produce, and a sequel is 
in the cards. (Reuters) 

Sopranos’ Schirripa Signs 
TV Deal 

Another cast 
member of The 
Sopranos is 
headed for a 
prime-time com- 
edy. Steve Schir- 
ripa, who plays 
Bobby “Bacala” 

Bacallieri on the Steve Schirri- 

HBO series, hasP^ 

signed a deal with Disney’s 
Touchstone TV to star in a 
comedy based on his book, A 
Goomba’s Guide to Life. 

The production company 
is currently searching for a 
writer to adapt the book for 
television. The book is about 
stereotypes of Italian-Ameri- 
cans, or ‘goombas.’ The Sopra- 
nos is scheduled to end its run 
after its next season. 

Earlier this year, actress 
Drea de Matteo left the mob dra- 
ma to star opposite Matt LeB- 
lanc in his Friends spin-off, Joey. 
De Matteo’s character, Adriana, 
was killed off in last season of 
The Sopranos. (AP) 
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Soaring Demand Draws 
More Overseas Schools 



British Council Beijing debuted the online IELTS registration system at the China Education Expo 2004 
held last weekend. Photo by Photocome 


ByAyi 

C hinese students have 
more choices for pursu- 
ing education overseas 
than ever, as evidenced by the 
expanded ranks of countries 
that participated in the fifth Chi- 
na Education Expo held last 
weekend in Beijing’s Interna- 
tional Convention Center. 

More than 400 universities, 
colleges and other educational 
institutions from 28 countries 
took part, ranging from experi- 
enced players like the UK, US, 
Australia and New Zealand to 
first-timers including Argentina, 
Turkey and the Philippines. 

During the two-day event, 
over 60 seminars and introduc- 
tions covered various schools, 
countries’ education industries, 
visa application procedures 
and how to advance one’s ca- 
reer through studying abroad. 

As part of the Year of French 
Culture in China, which started 


earlier in the month, EduFrance, 
the education promotion agen- 
cy of the French government, 
escorted 150 universities and 
colleges, nearly all the country’s 
institutions of higher education, 
to the expo. There was much 
talk in the air between Chinese 
schools and their French coun- 
terparts about opening joint pro- 
grams in this country. 

Though less represented 
than France, the UK made 
its presence known, as British 
Council-organized exhibitions 
by 62 schools occupied the 
second floor of the exhibition 
hall. Many Chinese are cur- 
rently studying in the UK and 
more are bound to make the 
journey, lured by the prospects 
of pure English and new one- 
year internships available to 
foreign students. 

More than 60,000 Chinese 
students headed abroad for 
education in 2002 alone, ac- 
cording to figures from Chi- 
na’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Study abroad fever is only 
spreading, with the increasing 
availability of vocational train- 
ing and language learning. Last 
year, the embassies of Ireland, 
the US and the UK in Beijing 
issued nearly 40,000 student 
visas between them, and all in- 
dications show that the flood of 
students is only rising. 


France: Right Time, Right Place 


■ By Zhang Nan 

Everywhere you 
look in Beijing these 
days, there is likely 
to be something at least vaguely 
French. The country is in the 
limelight thanks to the opening 
of the Year of French Culture 
and French universities are not 
missing the boat, organizing a major 
exhibition with the help of the 
French embassy and EduFrance at 
the China Education Expo. 

It was the first time for the 
French government to hold an 
education exhibition in China and 
150 schools participated. 

Among the institutions involved 



were around 40 comprehensive 
universities, 30 professional 
business colleges, 25 engineering 
colleges and some professional 
schools of applied knowledge and 
language schools. 

According to figures provided 
by EduFrance Beijing, around 10 
percent of the two million students 
in France are from other countries. 
That figure is relatively low among 
Western countries, as 28 percent 
of the US student body is 
international students and the 
figure is 14 percent in the UK. 

“The French government attaches 
great importance to attracting more 
international students,” said Pierre 


Yang, director of EduFrance Beijing. 
“We intend to increase the 
percentage to 25 to 30 percent.” 

Yang noted that education in 
France had definite advantages. 
“Diplomas from French schools are 
recognized in China and around the 
world. 

Students can enjoy free medical 
insurance in France. Many courses 
are taught in English. France’s 
long history creates a stimulating, 
comfortable living and studying 
environment. The country’s unique 
artistic history and environment 
can also help some students fulfill 
their dreams of becoming artists. 

Throughout the expo, French 



Photo byAyi 


professional schools, such as fashion 
design and film schools, drew many 
visitors. Many people checked out 
the language schools, because most 
courses in France are taught in 
French, meaning learning the 
language is necessary before starting 
some studies. 


English Learning 


UK: Cradle for 


L->1 


Nearly every 

I Chinese student with 
dreams of learning overseas is familiar 
with at least one or two advantages 
of choosing the UK as a destination. 

No wonder there are so many Chinese 
studying in the country. 

More than 70 universities and 
colleges took part in last week’s 
expo, covering the second floor of the 
International Exhibition Center with 
their booths, where representatives 
introduced their schools and talked 
to would-be students. 


The UK’s education system enjoys 
a well-earned reputation for top 
academics, effective study 
approaches and dedication to quality. 
Every year, the government assesses 
the qualifications of all teachers and 
the quality of every school. The 
results are then released to the 
public to give prospective students 
reliable information for making 
informed choices. 

A long history of cultivating 
creative, independent thinkers is 
another main attraction of education 
in the UK. 


“I think the experience of going 
abroad will be helpful for my child,” 
said the mother of a young girl. “And 
England is our top choice.” 

Students in the UK decide what 
to study themselves and are expected 
to not sit silently during lectures but 
to speak up, participate and throw 
new ideas back and forth on the 
way to developing their own modes of 
thought that will mold their futures. 

The large delegation at last week’s 
expo represented only a fraction of 
the educational opportunities open 
to Chinese students in the UK. 



Photo by Photocome 
The country is home to more than 
180 universities and colleges, 500 
schools of continuing education and 
600 boarding schools. Materials on the 
website www.educationuk.org.cn can 
help students wade through this sea 
of options to make choices best suited 
for them and their careers. 

continued on page 13 


France Takes Star 
Spot at Expo 

— Interview with Zong Wa, director 
of China Center for International 
Educational Exchange (CCIEE) 


Beijing Today: What 
was the highlight of 
this year’s Expo? 

Zong Wa: As it is 
the Year of French Cul- 
ture in China, France was 
the star. EduFrance orga- 
nized 150 educational in- 
stitutions to participate 
in the expo. 

At forums, over 80 
French principals and 
vice chancellors expressed great enthusiasm 
about cooperating with their Chinese counter- 
parts. 

BT: What concrete steps have been tak- 
en towards Sino-French educational coop- 
eration? 

Zong: France agreed to further open six ar- 
eas of vocational education to Chinese students, 
namely fashion, wine, perfume, arts, food and 
construction engineering. 

Both sides also agreed to further open high 
school education to each other. This is impor- 
tant, as China’s basic education system enjoys 
a strong reputation worldwide, which will help 
us promote the domestic education industry 
around the globe. 

BT: How active were the US and UK del- 
egations? 

Zong: The US sent 30 universities and 20 
presidents to the expo. They discussed further 
training of Chinese university presidents and 
school principals in the US. 

For the UK representatives, training and 
regular communication between principals and 
vice chancellors was clearly a top priority. 

BT: There was even a delegation from 
Argentina! 

Zong: That indicates the diversification of 
Chinese students’ potential destinations for fur- 
ther education abroad. We welcome more Latin 
American countries to open to Chinese students. 

BT: What interest did the guests show 
in joint educational programs and courses 
in China? 

Zong: China just recently set rules for joint 
educational programs in this country. Austra- 
lia, France and the UK have expressed inter- 
est in opening joint courses, programs and even 
campuses in China. We should see some prog- 
ress in coming months. 

BT: What are the latest developments 
regarding Chinese studying abroad? 

Zong: As the government is sending more 
high-ranking government officials abroad for 
training, the number of government-supported 
students will increase and become a major part 
in the current ‘going abroad’ wave. 

Diversification of destinations is another trend. 
Aside from Argentina, Turkey, Estonia, Mexico, 
the Philippines and Thailand were among the 
countries represented at this year’s expo. 

BT: Is the expo a traveling event? 

Zong: The expo has toured Beijing and Qin- 
gdao this week and is now in Shanghai. It will 
go to Nanjing, Chengdu and Guangzhou in com- 
ing days. 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 

Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yord architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RM B 3 -4yuan/squaremeter/ day 
3. telephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

* * Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese- Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price :RMB 2.8-3 . 5yuan/ squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(lncluding property right). It is located 
in north-eastern corner of SiyuanBridge. 


f WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext. 3005/3006 
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NWD (Hotels Investm ents) Limited] 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong K. o n g Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
C wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 
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BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: 

Business Floor Suite: 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: 

Express check in &check out Free us 




USD98+1 5%SC 
USD138+15%SC 
USD300+1 5%SC 

s 3DDS Internet Lines 


Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free v 
Free income faxes 
Welcome amenities on arrival 


One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna 
Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 


OToSouth ofLanDao building, it' snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Hank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 3 8 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 
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CHINA LIFE TOWER 
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Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bat 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 
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BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly deeored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 

USDIOOO/month up 

Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$ 5 OO/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TV,IE)E)appliances. 

24 hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3A,Shi Li pu,Chaoyang District,Beijing,China 
Tran S p O rta 1 i O n : convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way, and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services iReceptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning.Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation R.ate: offices: ioo%:Department 95 . 7 % 

Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning,Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors. Elevators, Minor Rep airs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561798 


Sunflower Tower 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen GmbH 
Location: No.37,Mnizidian Street, Chaoyang District,Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square metersCbased on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASklny rent: USD28/mo nth/s q m (gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity] 
ISDN is available 

Elevator: lOKONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:85275696-608 
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64055786 

this newspaper's perennial legal adviser: Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2, foreign cases , maritime , finance , bond . important and difficult afffairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4 , notarizations ; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages „ 

TEL:86- 10-835212 18 FAX:86-1 0-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law.com 
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By Zhang Nan 
Twenty four 
Australian 
universities and schools 
participated in the expo. 

Australia has become a top 
study destination for people 
from all over the world, 
enrolling seven percent of all 
foreign students around the 
globe. 

However, recent rising 
tuition fees have taken some 


Australia: Rising Costs Have little impact 


toll on international student 
enrollment. A report on the 
study abroad web site 
www.liuxue.net indicates that 
the number of international 
students registered at 
Australian universities this 
year is down five to 10 percent. 

Many of the Australian 
universities at the expo said 


they were not worried. 

“Although fees have risen, 
they are still lower than tuition 
costs in most European 
countries,” said Amy Shih, 
student services officer at the 
University of Adelaide. 

Shih told Beijing Today that 
most Australian universities 
offered scholarships both to 


graduates and undergraduates. 

Two juniors at a Chinese 
university who recently applied 
to study in Australia said they 
were not concerned about the 
costs. 

“One of the reasons that we 
choose Australian universities 
to continue our studies was 
their lower costs compared with 


the UK and other European 
countries,” one said. 

Her friend added, “Besides, 
there are great universities in 
Australia and a lot of Chinese 
students. It’s easier for us to 
meet Chinese friends and get 
used to our new lives and 
classes.” 



rvi. 


By Xie Lixue 
Some 35 Kiwi 
education 
institutions including all eight 
universities, eight polytechnics, 
eight high schools and eleven 
private schools converged on 
last weekend’s expo. 

Alistair Corzier, education 
counselor at the New Zealand 
embassy in Beijing, told 
prospective students his 
country was implementing a 


New Zealand: Soaring Vistas lor Study 


new scholarship policy and 
stricter rules for student 
security and had published 
the first Chinese version of 
the Guide to Studying in 
New Zealand to offer young 
people advice on applying and 
studying. 

“The safe environment, 
clean air and green mountains 


are the most attractive 
features for international 
students,” said Farida Memon, 
international marketing 
administrator at the 
University of Canterbury. 

High schools in the country 
offer similar advantages. Louis 
Borok, director of international 
students at the Westlake Boys 


High School, wowed the crowd 
with pictures of a beautiful 
seaside campus with a river 
running through the grounds 
and students doing all kinds of 
fun activities. 

“We have exchange students 
from 48 nations, such as 
Thailand, Indonesia, Japan, 
France and Germany. There 


are many after-class activities 
available, including drama 
clubs, sports events and - 
don’t be surprised - special 
cooking lessons for boys,” Borok 
pitched. 




I By Zhang Nan 
An impressive 
12 percent of the 
students learning 
abroad around the world are 
studying in Germany. 

Yet the country was only 
adequately represented at the 
China Education Expo 2004 
with 15 universities and 
schools participating. 

“Compared with the number of 
participants from other countries 
like UK, Australia and New 


Germany: Hard to Beat Free 


Zealand, the German pavilion had 
relatively few participants,” Benni 
Ni, a consultant from DAAD 
(German Academic Exchange 
Service Center) told Beijing Today 
last Friday. 

That did not keep the pavilion 
from drawing crowds of 
prospective students, eager to 
get information and face-to-face 
advice from university 


representatives. 

“German education has real 
advantages, such as the wide 
range of subjects in universities 
and the high quality of 
academics,” said Frauke 
Dittmann, marketing director 
for DAAD. “One very attractive 
factor, namely free education 
in German schools, is a major 
reason why many students 


decide to go there to study.” 

Generally speaking, 
students have to spend four 
to five years to graduate from 
German universities, but the 
fact that there are no tuition 
fees makes that far less painful 
a prospect. 

“German universities also 
have English-taught courses. 
Thus, it is not necessary for 


every student to learn German,” 
added Dittmann. 

The German government has 
adopted a series of policies 
to attract more international 
students in recent years, trying 
to ensure they will have 
comfortable, convenient 
conditions for living, studying 
and conducting research in the 
country. 






I By Zhao Hongyi 
Five Turkish 
I universities took 
I part in this year’s 
expo, trying to expand the 
country’s ranks of more than 
60,000 international students 
that represent an interesting 
mix of Middle Eastern, 
European and Asian origins 
appropriate to Turkey’s 
geographic location. 

“Turkey is a place where 
East meets West, where you can 
find high quality education and 


Turkey: Where East Meets west 


great cultural diversity,” said 
Dr. Isa Ozkan, a professor from 
Gazi University. 

Tuition fees at Turkey’s 53 
public universities run a rock- 
bottom $800 to $1,500 per year 
for undergraduate and graduate 
studies. “The government provides 
subsidies,” Ozkan explained. 

The country’s 23 private 
universities charge higher fees 
of $5,000 to $12,000 a year, but 


offer many scholarships and are 
still quite reasonable compared 
to schools in nations further 
west. 

Living costs are similarly 
low, normally running around 
$300 per month for staying on 
campus and $250 to $500 a 
month for living off campus. 

Both public and private 
universities provide English 
courses to international 


students. Around 200 Chinese 
students are currently studying 
in Turkey. 

Turkey uses the American 
accreditation system and is 
applying for EU membership, 
meaning diplomas earned in the 
country are acceptable in the 
US and Europe. ‘You can use 
Turkey as a pathway to finding 
a career in the EU or US,” Dr. 
Yavuz Yaman from the Middle 


East Technology University said. 

Learning the Turkish 
language is a must only for 
students interested in learning 
about the history and culture of 
the country and the Middle East. 
One year of language training 
should cost around $1,000. 

More information on studying 
in Turkey is available at: 
www. studyturkey. metu . edu.tr. 




By Zhao Hongyi 
Fourteen 
universities and 
colleges from Malaysia 
participated in the expo under 
the leadership of the country’s 
Ministry of Higher Education. 

Because it is a 
Commonwealth country, 
Malaysia provides great 
opportunities for students to 
further their educations in other 
English speaking nations. 

Moreover, many European, 
American and Australian 


Malaysia: Flexibility, Accessibility, Hospitality 


universities, like the UK’s 
University of Nottingham and 
Australia’s Monash University 
and Swinburne University, have 
branches in the country. 

Another feather in the cap 
of Malaysian education is that 
three years is all it takes to get 
a bachelor’s degree. 

“You can either spend the 
three years in Malaysia, or 
two years in Malaysia and one 


year in another Commonwealth 
country, or one year in Malaysia 
and two years in another 
Commonwealth country,” noted 
Robani bin Mokhsin, assistant 
director of Malaysia’s Ministry 
of Higher Education. 

Annual tuition costs for a 
master’s student average 
around 25,000 ringgit, roughly 
equal to 50,000 yuan, and yearly 
living expenses run around 


20,000 to 30,000 ringgit. “This 
is not expensive compared with 
any western country,” Robani 
said. 

Student visa applications are 
easy to process and there are no 
English proficiency 
requirements for entering the 
country. 

By the end of 2003, there 
were nearly 40,000 
international students in 


Malaysia, including 12,300 
Chinese. 

Some 34 private and 16 
public universities and colleges 
in Malaysia are recognized and 
certified by the Chinese 
embassy in Kuala Lumpur. 

“This means those 50 
education institutions can freely 
recruit students in China,” 
Robani told Beijing Today. 


if 
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I By Zhao Hongyi 
“China’s 

I education market 
provides us a ‘window of 
opportunity’ to strengthen 
bilateral economic and trade 
ties,” said Thomas Aquino, 
undersecretary for trade and 
industry of the government of the 
Philippines at an expo seminar. 

English, engineering, 
maritime and business 
management were among the 
strongest subjects offered in the 


Philippines: New, Not Late 


Philippines, Aquino said. 

The Philippines is the third 
largest English speaking 
country in the world and 
English is taught at all levels in 
Filipino schools, he added. 

The country’s Center for 
International Expositions and 
Missions (CITEM) led six 
universities and education 
institutions to take part in the 


China expo and try to attract 
domestic students hoping to 
pursue English or business 
courses abroad. 

Among the schools on hand 
were Far Eastern University, 
Philippine Women’s University, 
the Royal Institute of Education 
and Our Lady of Fatima 
University. 

Angelita Madulid, head of 


CITEM, said it was the first time 
for Filipino schools to participate 
in the expo and the first time 
the country’s government had 
worked to promote its education 
industry in China. 

“We hope promotions in 
China will enable us to find 
our shortcomings and update 
our education industry based on 
the latest market demand and 


developments,” Madulid told 
Beijing Today. 

She reminded prospective 
students not to forget that 
the island nation offered 
breathtaking landscapes and a 
fascinating culture. 

More information on 
studying in the Philippines is 
available at: www.citem.com.ph 




I By Zhao Hongyi 
A delegation of 
| seven 

I universities from 
Thailand marked the country’s 
first appearance at the 
education expo. 

“Thailand has good MBA, 
accounting, media and applied 
technology courses,” Liu Linhe, 
an assistant at the Thai 


Thailand: Tropical Training 


embassy in Beijing told Beijing 
Today. 

Thailand started recruiting 
students in China five years 
ago, and today over 2,000 
Chinese are enrolled at Thai 
schools, with more than half 
in Assumption University in 


Bangkok. 

“Thailand is an ideal place 
for students from low income 
families to experience different 
lifestyles, cultures and 
education,” Liu said. 

Study costs in Thailand, 
including tuition fees and 


living expenditures, average 
around only 7,000 to 8,000 
yuan a year, and the country 
features a rich, diverse culture, 
welcoming people, beautiful 
land and fantastic food. 

Liu said Thailand was 
determined to attract more 


Chinese students and that 
it offered better quality 
professional training than that 
available in China as well as 
top courses in English and 
Thai. 




I By Xie Lixue 

Singapore, one 
of the 

fast-developing 
countries in Asia, boasts 
bilingual schooling, a safe 
society, an advanced education 
system and relatively low 
tuition fees. 

Six schools from the small 
island country took part in 
last weekend’s event, pitching 
the strengths of an education 
system where East and West 


Singapore: Close to Home 


converge. 

The primary advantage of 
Singapore’s education system 
is that from kindergarten to 
university, students are taught 
in two languages, one English 
and the other likely their 
native language, such as 
Chinese, Malay or Tamil. 

With many similarities 
between Singapore and major 


Chinese cities, domestic 
students can expect to undergo 
little culture shock after first 
moving to the country, as 
many people speak and study 
Mandarin. At the same time, 
English-based learning and 
living can give students the 
environment for rapid skills 
improvement and a bridge to 
destinations further abroad. 


That bridge is being 
widened these days as more 
Singaporean universities 
establish ties with European 
and American counterparts. 

“Many universities are 
opening branch schools or 
starting joint programs here, 
such as the Georgia Institute 
of Technology, the University 
of Chicago and the European 


business school INSEAD,” said 
Liu Jing, manager of student 
services at Singapore 
Education, a promotion agent. 

“Many Chinese students 
enroll in those courses because 
they offer comparatively low 
tuition fees and a wide variety 
of subjects.” 

Photos by Ayi, Zhang Nan, Xie Lixue 
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lloitn Vim The Heng Yun 

nCliy I Ul I store m Xinjiekou 
is the city’s larg- 
est dealer of MIDI equipment, includ- 
ing synthesizers, tone generators and 
other mixing equipment. Everything 
on sale is authentic, imported gear, 
designed and built by big internation- 
al brands. 

The ground floor houses two stu- 
dios for MIDI equipment from such 
makers as Yamaha, Roland, Akai, 
Muto, Echo and Remo. 

When professional quality and ca- 
pacity is more important than the bot- 
tom line, a good choice is the Yamaha 
Motif ES 8 synthesizer, one of the big 
guns in the Japanese company’s cat- 
alog. It has a huge capacity, offers 
128 complex tones, eight voice parts 
in its plug-effect processor and is the 
world’s only 512 MB music studio. 
That power comes at a price though - 
19,800 yuan to be exact. 

The EMU PK-X6 synthesizer is a 
more reasonable choice for modest 
local musicians, storing hundreds of 
tones and offering decent capacity for 
an easier-to-swallow 5,000 yuan. 

The Dig-tech GNX-4 (5,800 yuan) 
has everything a budding producer 
needs to put together a raging heavy 
metal track. Its processor can link to 
a computer or MIDI machine, and it 
has a USB port, allowing it to con- 
nect to SM cards for recording. Plus 
it comes with 60 drum presets and 60 
customized drum options as well as 
legal versions of recording software. 

Heng Yun’s second floor is a drum 
dealership, stocking sets, single drums 
and paraphernalia from brands like 
Pearl, Tama and Mapax. 

Where: 105 

Xinjiekou Nan- 
dajie, Xicheng 
Open: 9 am - 
8: 30 pm Tel: 

6618 8745 


Worm mixer atXuanzhuan Qitian, 1,053 yuan 

Solo Guitar World This mod- 
est guitar 

shop stocks all kinds of axes, from classic makers 
like Gibson, Fender, Marshall and Ibanez, to lesser 
known but worthy brands like South Korea’s Art. 
Acoustic, electric or both, there is sure to be a guitar 
here for any strummer. 

The red electric Art RG 300 (2,000 yuan) guitar is a 
beautiful combination of form and function, with a hard- 
wood body and fingerboard and redwood neck. The 
paint is taken straight from Fender classics, while ac- 
tual assembly is done on a Gibson line, meaning the 
finished product is of similar quality to higher priced 
American models. A carefully placed cord on the neck 
helps support the guitar and keep it from getting 
bent out of shape when weather changes. 

Equally economical area Art brand basses, like 
the Musician model that has a pine body, maple 
neck and rosewood fingerboard. It has two pick-ups 
to emphasize lower and higher register sounds, and 
is a solid choice for thrumming out some driving 
funk, punk or metal bass lines. 

In this age of technology, there still is no re- 
placing the tuneful tones of the acoustic guitar. 

Store owner Zhang Shijun said he uses a classic 
Washburn guitar, assembled in China and priced 
at just 900 yuan. The pine and rosewood instru- 
ment produces rich, warm notes. 

Where: 134 Xinjiekou Nandajie, Xicheng Open: 

9 am - 8: 30 pm Tel: 6618 2549 


EDITOR: YU SHANSHAN DESIGNER: PANG LEI 



Gibson’s electric guitar at Xuanjin 
Yalv, 17,000 yuan 

Photos by Li Shuzhuan 


Axes, 


By Wang Yao 

Professional 
musicians and music 
fans ready to move from 
air to real guitars have 
lots of choices these 
days. The number of 
music stores around the 
city is swelling, 
particularly in the 
Xinjiekou and Liulichang 
areas. 

Don’t fret - of these 
many choices, several 
places stock quality 
instruments, take and sell 
second hand equipment 
and even can arrange 
lessons, practice space 
and more. 


Xuanyin Yalv 

Nestled in the university 
district in Haidian, this store 
is a mecca for student music 
lovers, offering a variety of 
quality guitars and other in- 
struments at prices within 
reason for student budgets. 

Owner Yo Yo reminds 
young would-be guitar gods 
that sound is more impor- 
tant than looks when pick- 
ing an axe, and therefore 
recommends the Oxen FC 
316. It is made of aged rose- 
wood, guaranteeing sound 
quality, with a dark red fin- 
gerboard and green shell 
highlights. Though only 400 
yuan, the guitar produces 
excellent middle register 
sounds, but it tends to be 
a little light on the lowest 
bass notes. 

Most of the electric 
selection consists of gui- 
tars from American makers 
Fender and Squier, which 
offer world-class quality for 
locally acceptable prices 
since they are assembled 
in China. One Fender mod- 


el (1,000 yuan) features a 
triangular, black body, a 
thin neck to make it easier 
to find the frets and pro- 
duce cool slides, and a pick- 
up set to produce light, 
clean sounds best suited for 
pop, jazz and funk tunes. 

Outside of guitars, the 
store sells synthesizers 
from such brands as Zoon, 
Krog, Boss and Dig-Tech. 
The latter’s RP50 machine 
is perfect for budding mu- 
sicians on a budget, of- 
fering space for 80 effects 
tones (40 pre-set) and 36 
adjustable drum settings in 
a portably-sized package. 
The price is just 600 yuan. 

Yo Yo is normally around 
to offer expert instrument 
advise, such as guiding 
young drummers to start 
out with light sticks before 
working their way up. 

Where: 215 Dingfu- 

zhuang Beidajie, Chaoyang 
Open: 9 am - 10 pm 
Tel: 6547 7876 






Practice room in Xuanzhuan Qitian 


Xuanzhuan 
Qitian 

It may not look like much from 
the outside, but the Xuanzhuan Qitian 
store has got it where it counts. The 
seemingly small space opens to a spacious 
practice room available for rent. The store 
sells and rents instruments, including syth- 
esizers and effects processors, and handles 
exchanges of second-hand instruments. 
Xuanzhuan Qitian is a legal sales agent of 
quality TC Electronic and E.H effect processors, 
but really stands out with its less usual services. 

It is a one-stop rehearsal spot for bands, offering ex- 
cellent drums, keyboards, guitars, microphones and other 
equipment for rent by the hour. As many as four bands can 
jam in the practice are at any given time, and the room 
has been training grounds for such top local acts as Tang 
Dynasty, 8 Hands and No Fish. 

Longer-term rentals of instruments are 
available for musicians who need something 
for a performance, or just to play around with 
at home. Guitars run 300 to 400 yuan a day 
and figure on about three times that for a Yamaha 
drum set. Advance reservations are recommended. 

When the time has come for an upgrade, don’t throw 
an old guitar away or sell it to a friend for a song. Store 
owner Xing Yuanyuan gives fair assessments of used in- 
struments’ value and takes them as trade in against the 
prices of new items. Used instruments in good condition 
can go for as much as 60 percent of their original value. 

Xuanzhuan Qitian’s experts even offer instrument 
maintenance and repair services, as well as can provide 
or arrange lessons from top local musicians. 

Where: 28 Gulou Dongdajie, Dongcheng Open: 9 am 
-6 pm Tel: 8404 3614 



Killer keyboards at Heng Yun 


Music Store Yellow Pages 


On Xinjiekou Dajie 

Tian Yin 

Where: 116 Xinjiekou 
Nandajie Tel: 6612 0831 

Fierce 

Where: 64 Xinjiekou 
Nandajie Tel: 6618 1825 

Fuyuehang 

Where: 97 Xinjiekou 
Nandajie Tel: 6616 3316 

Shiyuan 

Where: 106 Xinjiekou 
Nandajie Tel: 6651 1844 

Guyan 

Where: 86 Xin Jie Kou, 
Nandajie Tel: 6613 7206 

Nanmuxiu 

Where: 132 Xinjiekou 
Nandajie Tel: 6618 2516 

Qiaoyou Yuelin 

Where: 76 Xinjiekou 
Nandajie Tel: 6615 9425 

On Liulichang Street 

Beijing Kailifeng 

Where: 70 Nanxinhu- 
ajie, Xuanxu Tel: 6318 
1359 

Duomisuo 

Where: 66 Nanxinhua- 
jie Tel: 6315 9187 

Jinghua 

Where: 57 Nanxinhua- 
jie Tel: 8910 3128 

Music Castle 

Where: 15 Nanxinhua- 
jie Tel: 13381353669 

Heng Yuan 

Where: 66 Nanxinhua- 
jie Tel: 13167597811 

linjunlv musical instru- 
ments 

Where: 74 Nanxinhua- 
jie Tel: 8092 5671 
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BUSINESS AGENT 


P 1 BEIJING PRE-MEDIA ADVERTISING CO., LTD. 
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HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


ft 


Our servce including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 

Mobile:1 30011 68744 

E-mail: newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

jut: i mEM 7 107-109 1 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, N0.1,SANLIHELU, HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 

Ft 15: 68313388 57107-57109 88371521 ff^:68342761 SE%A: JIHiJhahBMEU 


P 1 BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company § 

RE*MiDIA ^ ^ J % 

A well-known professioned company \ 

We provide following services: S 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

\ TEL: 88552081 FAX:88552079 

i 

*4 MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail:pieere@sina.com 




♦ we're looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 

♦ Trademark introduction; 

♦ Marketing promotion and management; 

♦ Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 
T e l:139U 195219 

iMisiness Service 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA- 
TION and so on. 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:01 0-66050344/6605039 1 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 01 0-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address :Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 
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ersonal Classifieds 


Accommodation 

One big living room with one 
cozy bedroom located south of 
Sanlitun Bar street for lease. 
Excellently furnished and 
equipped, 5,000 yuan per month. 
Contact: cprbjo@eastnet.com.cn, 
13901192224 (English and Man- 
darin speaking) 

An NGO employee is looking 
for a roommate to share a 2-bed- 
room apartment near West Gate 
of Chaoyang Park. Wooden floor, 
kitchen, bathroom; telephone 
available. Contact: Mr. Yang, SMS 
his mobile: 13671141928, 6538 
1881, snakepit@sohu.com 
For Sale 

Clothing and accessories for 
sale! All ancient collections and 
full of embroidery made by hand. 
Contact: Mr. Chen between 7 pm 
and 10 pm for appointment, 6399 
1692 or 13811118888, email: 
zuxinchen@vip . sina . com 

Language Exchange 

Rick, a Beijing local tour guide, 
wants to make some friends who 
are English-speakers to practice 
English. Contact: 13681084792, 
email: guiderick@sina.com 

Jane, a certified English and 
Chinese interpreter and also a 
part time teacher of English, 
French and Chinese, hopes to ex- 
change language with nice peo- 
ple all over the world. Contact: 
bear208cncn@yahoo.com.cn, Tel: 
13126798460 

Professional Help 

An honest, responsible, 
41-year-old man looks for a driver 
position for company or individu- 
als. He can speak and read Eng- 
lish. Contact: Li, 13641299276, 
email: wanglijiali@126.com 

Disclaimer: Beijing Today does not 
take responsibility for verifying the 
authenticity of the personal classi- 
fieds and thus Beijing Today does 
not guarantee the accuracy, integrity 
or quality of the content. All content 
is the sole responsibility of the ad- 
vertiser. 
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Halloween Bash at Club 9 

The party starts first at 
Tango before moving to Cloud 
9 at 3 am. At Tango, Australia’s 
No. 1 DJ Phil K and support 
DJ Chozie will spin the decks. 
DJs Meat Katie and Lee 
Coombs will take charge of 
mood setting for the after- 
party at Cloud 9. Prizes for 
the best costume include an 
all-expenses-paid weekend at 
Nanshan Ski resort valued 
at 10,000 yuan and a one- 
year membership at Evolution 
Fitness Club. 

Where: Cloud 9, 7 Sanlitun 
Beijie, Chaoyang; Tango, 79 
Hepingli Xijie, Chaoyang 
When: Friday 10 pm - 7 
am Admission: 100 yuan 
includes both parties at Tango 
and Cloud 9 Tel: 6417 8317 
(Club 9); 6428 2288 (Tango) 


Club Look 

Super DJ group 
including Vestax World 
China Finals 
Champion Leon, 

Philli pines DMc’ 
champion Paul, and 
Ch,na DMC champion 
Shorty-S, will bring you 
a wild Halloween 
costume party. p rj2es 
for a lucky draw and 
best costume include a 
one-night stay at the 

him 6 G ? st House . two 

bottles of Johnny 

Stec* Label, and 
a membership card 

worth of 3,900 yulr, 
Where: Club Look, 4 

Qongti Beilu, Chaoyang 

When: Saturday, 9 pm 
4 am Admission loo 
Yuan Tel: 6506 6770 


Taoism and Arts 

Taoism represents a way of 
life. In the long tradition of Chi- 
nese culture, the “Tao” has played 
a characteristic role in effecting 
how people create in the form 
of art. Artists have been influ- 
enced by such ideas, and have 
also tried to break away from 
them, resulting in art works with 
strong character making strong 
statements. 

Where: Creation Art Gallery, 
north end of Ritan Lu, Chaoyang 
When: daily 10 am - 7 pm till 
November 12 Admission: free 
Tel: 8561 7570 

Dry Fruit Series by Liu Mingyi 

Liu Mingyi, a graduate from 
the China Academy of Fine Arts 
in 1991 and member of the Chi- 
na Artists’ Association, works 
as a teacher in the Oil Paint- 
ing Department of the Acade- 
my of Arts and Design, Hebei 
University. 

Where: Fafa Gallery, 1 

Xiangjiang Beilu, Chaoyang 
When: November 1-10, daily 
10:30 am - 8 pm Admission: 
free Tel: 8457 3506 
Two Ways: Works by Rao 
Songqing and Lang Xiaoqi 

Rao Songqing and Lang Xiao- 
qi are an artist couple living 
in Songzhuang. They share al- 
most everything in their lives, 
but their styles are so different. 
Rao mainly focuses on scenery, 
using disordered lines to form 
structures that look unstable but 
are actually regular. Lang uses a 


baby’s or a dog’s face to express 
her mood and feelings. 

Where: 1 Renzhuang Beilu, 
Songzhuang, Tongzhou When: 
November 1-11, daily 9 am - 
12 pm Admission: 15 yuan Tel: 
6959 8343 (appointment only) 
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High Club:Yungang Grottoes 

We board a night train to go 
to Shanxi on November 12 (Fri- 
day), arriving Saturday morn- 
ing. We will visit the Yungang 
Grottoes and other famous sites, 
and drive to Datong for dinner 
and a look around. Back on the 
train Saturday night to arrive in 
Beijing Sunday morning. 

Sign up before November 4. 
Cost: 820 yuan Tel: 6553 3920 


old, derelict church. They have to 
make peace between their faith- 
ful hosts, Christians and com- 
munists. English with Italian 
subtitles. 

Where: Italian Embassy, 2 
Dong’erjie, Sanlitun When: No- 
vember 4, 7 pm Admission: free 
Tel: 6532 2187 


■ 

Ren Jingqin Solo Watercolor 
Exhibition 

Ren Jinqin’s work focuses on 
real life objects, such as birds and 
landscape. He is fond of showing 
the slight changes in natural 
light and scene in his art. 

Where: Melodic Art Gallery, 
14 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Dongcheng When: November 

1-11, daily 9 am - 5 pm Admis- 
sion: free Tel: 6515 8123 




E 
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French Food Festival 

During the Year of French Cul- 
ture in Beijing, Sopexa will orga- 
nize the Third French Food and 
Beverage Festival at Wangfujing 
this weekend. Activities include 
opening ceremony, animations, 
tasting and sale of delicious 
French foods. Call 6588 8675 for 
details. 


u non mm 


Don Camillo Monsignore. ..ma 
non troppo 

Directed by Carmine Gallone, 
starring Leda Gloria, Gina Rov- 
ere and Gino Cervi. Don Camillo, 
now a bishop, and Peppone, now 
a senator, is in Rome. Their rival- 
ry is as fierce as when they were 
just a village priest and a vil- 
lage mayor, but this time they 
are reunited in their little coun- 
tryside village by a controversy 
over the construction of a com- 
munal house on the place of an 


Ong-Bak 

Directed by Prachya Pinkaew, 
starring Prachya Pinkaew and 
Panna Rittikrai. A sacred Bud- 
dha statuette called Ong Bak is 
stolen from a rural village and it 
becomes the task of a young man, 
Boonting (Phanom Yeeram), to 
track the thief down to Bangkok 
and reclaim the religious trea- 
sure. 

Along the way, Boonting must 
use his astounding athleticism 
and traditional Muay Thai skills 
to combat his adversaries. 

Where: UME International 
Cineplex, (Huaxing Guoji 
Yingcheng), 44 Shuangyushu 
Kexueyuan, Haidian When: sev- 
eral sessions daily Tel: 6261 
2851 




Monte-Carlo Romeo and Juliet 
Ballet 

Monte-Carlo Ballet Company 
made their debut in Beijing in 
2000 with Romeo and Juliet, 
which is considered representa- 
tive of the company’s unique ar- 
tistic style. This time they return 
with four performances of Romeo 
and Juliet. 

Where: Tianqiao Theatre, 30 
Beiwei Lu, Xuanwu When: tonight 
- Sunday, 7:30 pm Admission: 
180-1,280 yuan Tel: 8315 6300 
Butterflies are Free 

Based on Leonard Gershe’s fa- 
mous play, directed by Li Ming- 
sen and featuring a cast and crew 
from Hong Kong and Shanghai. 
Performed by the Shanghai Dra- 
matic Arts Centre. 

Where: Poly Theatre, 14 

Dongzhimen Nandajie, Dongcheng 
When: Saturday, 7 :30 pm Admis- 
sion: 80-680 yuan Tel: 6500 1188 
ext. 5126 

Experimental Concert 

The Beijing Symphony Or- 
chestra performs Tan Dun’s The 
Map Concerto for Cello, Video 
and Orchestra. Pipa by Lan Wei- 
wei, cello by Anssi Karttunen and 
conducted by Tan Dun. 

Where: Poly Theatre, 14 

Dongzhimen Nandajie, Dongcheng 
When: Sunday, 7:30 pm Admis- 
sion: 60-480 yuan Tel: 6406 8888 
or 6500 1188 ext. 5126 


Spring in a Small Town 
(Xiaocheng Zhichun) 

Directed by Tian Zhuang- 
zhuang, starring Hu Jinfan, Xin 
Baiqing and Wu Jun. Tian Zhuang- 
zhuang’s masterful remake of the 
1948 classic by Fei Mu about a 
doctor who returns to his home- 
town after the Sino- Japanese War 
only to find his old flame has mar- 
ried his best friend. 

Where: Cherry Lane Movie 
Theater, 29 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang When: 8 pm, tonight 
and Saturday Admission: 50 
yuan Tel: 13501251303 


Austrian Culinary Week 

Swissotel Beijing has the hon- 
or to invite you for a culinary 
week featuring Vienna’s exqui- 
site cuisine along with two mas- 
ter chefs from Vienna and four 
lovely musicians, who will be per- 
forming during this unique event 
with us. Enjoy with us this op- 
portunity at Swissotel Beijing, 
where Vienna waits for you! 

Where: 2 Chaoyangmen 

Beidajie When: November 1-8 
Price: 148 yuan plus 15 percent 
surcharge per person for lunch, 
168 yuan plus 15 percent sur- 
charge per person for dinner Tel: 
6553 2288 ext. 2223 


TV and Radio Highlights 

HBO 


29 Friday 


Minority Report 

9 pm 

30 Saturday 


Punch-Drunk Love 

9 pm 

31 Sunday 


Jumanji 

8 pm 

1 Monday 


She’s in Love 

6 pm 

2 Tuesday 


Knock around Guys 

11:30 pm 

3 Wednesday 


The Time Machine 

9 pm 

4 Thursday 


Old School 

9 pm 

CCTV-9 


Monday -Friday 


Around China 

6:30 am 

Cultural Express 

8:30 am 

Nature and Science/ 


Chinese Civilization 

11:30 am 

Cultural Express 

2:30 pm 

Nature and Science/ 


Chinese Civilization 

5:30 pm 

Dialogue 

7:30 pm 

News Updates/ 


Asia Today 

8 pm 

Sports Scene 

11:15 pm 

Saturday 


Travelogue 

9:30 am 

Center Stage 

11:30 am 

Sunday 


Sports Weekend 

10 am 

Documentary 

10:30 am 

This Week 

12:30 am 

China Radio International 91.5 FM 

Monday -Friday 


Easy FM Afternoon 

2-7 pm 

Fun in Beijing 

5-5:30 pm 

Joy FM 

9:05-11 pm 

Saturday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Euro Hit 40 

12:05-1 pm 

Musique Sans Frontiers 

6:05-8 pm 

Joy FM 

9:05-11 pm 

Sunday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Jazz Beat 

6:05-8 pm 

Joy FM 

9:05-11 pm 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print 
employment, language- 
exchange and accommodation 
info for individuals. Feel free 
to e-mail us at bjtodayinfo @ 
ynet.com or call 6590 2518 

By Zhang Jianzhong 













OCTOBER 29, 2004 


yj 


PLAN 


- 55 * 


HIKING TODAY 


E-mail: zhaopu@ynet.com 


EDITOR: ZHAO PU DESIGNER: LI SHI 




By Shida Zhu 

A suggested starting point for such a visit 
is Longchang, southeast of Neijiang city. 
It lies on the Chengdu-Chongqing Railway 
and the Chengdu-Chongqing Expressway with an 
easy access to traffic. It stands at the crossroads 
that leads to Shaanxi in the north, Yunnan in the 
south and Hubei in the east. Historically a place 
of considerable strategic importance, anyone seek- 
ing to conquer southwest China had first to con- 
trol Longchang. 

Longchang was under the jurisdiction of the 
State of Ba during the Western Zhou Dynasty and 
the Spring and Autumn and Warring States peri- 
od. In 316 BC, after Emperor of Hui of the Qin Dy- 
nasty sent General Zhang Yi to unify Sichuan, it 
belonged to the Prefecture of Ba. In 1567, as the 
place was wild and became the refuge of robbers 
and social outcast, the court decided to amalgam- 
ate parts of Luzhou, Fushun and Rongchang into a 
county which was headquartered in Jin’e (Golden 
Goose) town. 

One of the most outstanding sights of the local- 
ity are the numerous groups of gate towers, today 
a rare scene in China. Now only 20 or so remain, 
mostly built during the Qing Dynasty. Feature four 
stone columns and three gates as a copy of the an- 
cient wooden structures, they were built to com- 
mend the virtues of chastity, filial piety, longevity 
and social service. 

Standing before such gigantic stone struc- 
tures, one might wonder why the feudal rulers 
attached so much importance to chastity and fil- 
ial piety that they spent so much silver in erect- 
ing these structures? Maybe, the merit of such 
people helped maintain the stability of the feu- 
dal society. 

Of these gate towers, 13 were built in the 
49 years from the 
18th year of the 
reign of Emperor 
Daoguang to the 
thirteenth year of 
the reign of Em- 
peror Guangxu 
( 1838- 1887), 
spanning the 
reign of four Qing 
emperors. 

Wandering in 
the streets, you will 
come across time 
and weather-worn 
gate towers rising over 
black tiled flat houses with 
naked bricks. A hardy man 
carrying two barrels of drink- 
ing water on his shoulder may 
pass through the street gate tower 
and head home, adding even more back 
country flavor to the scene. More often 
than not, the job is taken by a Sichuan wom- 
an. This is definitely the merit of the locals, 
tough, simple, hospitable, who never will be fooled 
by destiny. 

As a witness to spiritual merit, the local people 
built a “city on the hill” in Yundingzhai, 20 kilome- 
ters from Longchang. It is the Yundingzhai Castle 
with an area of 16 hectares on top of the Yunding 
Mountain 530 meters above sea level. It is the only 
ancient castle that remains intact in the county. 

It was first built during the Ming Dynasty. In 
1371, the fourth year of the reign of Emperor Hon- 
gwu, a farmer called Guo Mengsi entered Sichuan 
from Macheng, Hubei. When he came to Yunding 
Mountain, his luggage came loose from his bam- 
boo pole and rolled down the mountain slope, and 
he decided to settle and farm there. His descen- 
dants Guo Lian and Guo Yuanzhu passed the im- 
perial examination for civil servants and took up 
high-ranking official posts in the Ming court. The 
clan of Guo prospered on top of the mountain 
thanks to imperial grace. 

During the reign of Emperor Wanli in the late 
Ming period, as there were constant attacks from 
robbers, the village was turned into a fortified castle, 
complete with cannons. The castle was later expand- 
ed and solidified in 1859 by Guo Renyong during the 
9th year of the reign of Emperor Xianfeng. The wall 
measures 7.5 meters high and 3 to 4 meters wide and 
stretches over 1,640 meters. The wall of defense has 
six gates. There used to be 54 courtyards in the castle. 
Now, only one third remain. 

When you first approach the castle, you will be 
impressed by the picture postcard like view of with- 
ered weeds that wave in the mountain breeze on 
the dilapidated wall under a setting sun, giving one 
a sense of history lost and remorse. A stone tablet 
stands in front of the Tongyongmen Gate, recording 
the history and evolution of the castle. Five gates, 
the Xiaozhai gate, the Moon gate, the Tongyongmen 
gate, the North gate and the Xiaobeimen gate pro- 
vide access to the castle. 

Several dozen Ming and Qing mansions still 
stand along the stone slab paved lanes. Many 
have collapsed as they had not been inhabited 
for a long time. In the shuyuan (ancient Chinese 
private schools) Confucian classics were read, 
imbuing the young with dreams of a successful 
official career. Could you imagine how many sto- 
ries of love and hate are buried in the debris of 
black bricks in the quiet courtyards of those styl- 
ish mansions with painted columns and sculp- 
tured window frames? 

One mile away from the castle is Yunding Mar- 
ket, once the site of banks, restaurants, a pharmacy, 
tea house, rice store and drapery, and a collection 
of shops for pleasure and daily needs. Strangely 
enough, they opened at midnight and closed at 
dawn. The odd hours were a result of the social 
habits of the wealthy inhabitants of the castle, 
who spent whole nights playing mahjong and other 
games. The prosperity of the market was closely re- 
lated with that of the Guos. All but a handfull of the 
shops in the market were owned by them. However, 
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Yundingzhai 


most of them have disappeared into history. 

Before the newly harvested rice goes to the 
market every year, the local farmers would cook 
rice with the new and the old mixed together 
and prepare a variety of fresh vegetable dishes 
for the worship of heaven, earth and their an- 
cestors. According to Chinese tradition, heaven 
and earth are regarded as gods with omnipotent 
power and ancestral worship is a long-standing 
local tradition. 

Getting there: Take a bus at the Wugui 
Bridge in Chengdu, bound for Longchang county 
for 40 to 50 yuan. From the county seat to Yund- 
ing Castle, minibuses regularly make the 17 ki- 
lometer trip. The fare is 8 to 10 yuan. 

In southern Sichuan, you might also visit Fu- 
bao town on the Dacao River in Hejiang county. 
This densely forested mountainous region lies on 
the border of Guizhou province. The town throve 
during the Yuan Dynasty but was later burned 


Gate towers at Longchang 


down. It was rebuilt in the late Qing and early Re- 
public period. The old street of the town perching 
on mountain slopes with a great variety of hous- 
ing structures in unique southern Sichuan style 
remains intact. Specialists of ancient architecture 
speak highly of the residential houses in the town, 
and many films and TV dramas have been shot 
here. The cliff paintings at Gaocun, created with 
perfect craftsmanship, are of enormous value for 
those interested in stone carving. 

Getting there: Take long-distance bus from 
Luzhou to Hejiang county for about 10 yuan, and 
then another bus from Hejiang to Fubao for 8 
yuan. From Chongqing, there is a daily bus to 
Fubao for 30 yuan. 

Another ancient town in southern Sichuan 
not to be missed is Yaoba, eight kilometers south- 
west of the seat of Hejiang county, or 39 kilome- 
ters from Luzhou. 

Most outstanding of all is the Dongyue Tern- 


Photos by Imaginechina 

For anyone looking for something a little different from the 
usual famous beauty spots and places of historical inter- 
est, a visit to some of the less well known towns in 
mountainous southern Sichuan is worth consid- 
ering. These days, the region is a little more 
accessible than it was for Tang Dynasty 
poet Li Dai, who wrote, ‘it is more diffi- 
cult to go to the State of Shu (an- 
cient Sichuan) than to go to the 

biue sky ’ 


pie, a sacred place of Buddhism that features 
special Ming and Qing style architecture. In ad- 
dition to a group of ancient residential houses, 
the town boasts the beautiful Xianding Moun- 
tain and Xianren (Fairy) Cave, where, according 
to legend, Liu Zhenren, one of the fathers of Chi- 
nese Taoism, visited. 

Modern movie masters Ling Zifeng and Huang 
Jianzhong shot films in the town. The Dahong Rice 
Store, with its carved rails, roofed corridors, red 
lanterns and spacious courtyard, still stands in the 
town as a tourist attraction. 

Getting there: Take the direct bus from Lu- 
zhou to Yaoba, or take a bus bound for Hejiang and 
get off at Xindian and then take a taxi for the re- 
maining six kilometers. 

Most picturesque of all towns in southern 
Sichuan is Xianshi (City of Fairies) in Fushun 
county, Zigong, the oldest producer of well salt in 
China. The town has a history of 1,400 years and 
is a salt trade hub on the Fuxi River. The well 
salt produced in Zigong was transported by river 
through Xianshi to Chongqing and downstream of 
the Yangtze River. 

You may go to one of the tea houses that put 
their tables on the stone-covered streets and expe- 
rience the leisure of the local farmers who have 
toiled a whole day. 

Most of the local people are Buddhists. It 
was no coincidence that the local salt tradesmen 
turned to religion for the protection of the Bud- 
dha, as salt laden boats frequently capsized in 
the turbulent mountain rivers. The Golden Bridge 
Temple with an inscription by modern calligra- 
pher and Buddhist master Zhao Puchu is bisected 
by a street that runs right through it, bringing 
some vitality of secular life to the temple. In Chi- 
nese, it is called guojielou, meaning a tower span- 
ning over a street. 

At Miaozikou is a towering stone structure, in 
the middle of which is inscribed four Chinese char- 
acters with perfect calligraphic artistry: Uniquely 
outstanding in southern Shu. The couplet that is 
carved on the stone columns reads, 

The fragrant wind from the five temples 

Makes the embroiderers' homes balmy; 

Hundreds of plying boats 

Startle the birds that rest at the oasis. 

This perfectly describes the local scene: the 
thriving Buddhism, the silk and embroidery busi- 
nesses, the trade of well salt and the brisk river 
transport. 

Getting there: Take a bus from Zigong to 
Xianshi. 



Buddhist temple at Xianshi 






